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     ♫ The Ringgold Band of Reading, PA ♩ 
 

Ringgold Band News  
 www.ringgoldband.com   Fall, 2022  
  

 

From Our Director 
     Chuck Ebersole, Ringgold Band 

Musical Director 

 

The Ringgold Band has had a 

fun and busy summer since our 
last newsletter.  What a joy it’s 
been to meet so many new 
friends and renew old contacts 
and acquaintances.  Our good 
friend, Dave Kline, performed 
beautifully at the 170th Spring 
Concert in April, and invited us 
to perform at the Kutztown 
Folk Festival.  How thrilling and 
fitting it was to hear a Monroe 
Althouse march, “Under the 
Double Eagle”, and of course 
“Ringgold Rhapsody” in that 
setting. There were many more 
highlights and joys of the past 
summer, but I will leave that 
for others to write about in this 
newsletter.  Instead, I would 
like to address Ringgold’s 
Dinner Concert, scheduled for 
Sunday, October 16 at the 
beautiful Doubletree Hotel and 
Conference Center in Reading. 

Our special guest conductor will 
be Loras John Schissel of the 
Library of Congress.  Schissel is 
conductor of two of our nations 
finest civilian bands, The 

Virginia Grand Military Band 
and The Blossom Festival 
Band.  Known for his 
authority on John Philip 
Sousa, energetic concerts, 
and entertaining narrations 
throughout the 
performance, Loras Schissel 
promises to make the 2022 
Dinner concert a memorable 
event!  About The Virginia 
Grand Military Band, John 
Philip Sousa IV says the 
following:  

“Loras John Schissel and his 

Virginia Grand Military Band 

have made the music of my 

great-grandfather the hallmark of 

their concerts, and no conductor 

or band plays this thrilling music 

like Schissel and company!”

 

 

 

Chuck Ebersole 

Chuck Ebersole 
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RINGGOLD BAND 
 

Fall Dinner Concert 
 

Sunday, October 16th, 2022 

5:00 P.M. 

 
Doubletree Hotel 

Reading, PA 
 

$40 per person 
 

Tickets will be available by mail using 
the ticket order form on page 7. 

 

 

http://www.ringgoldb/
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A senior musicologist at the 
Library of Congress, Mr. 
Schissel is an authority on band 
music in general, but 
particularly, the music of Percy 
Grainger, Aaron Copland, 
Leonard Bernstein, George 
Gershwin, Karl King, and of 
course, Sousa.  In other words, 
our audience is in for a 

delightful and varied evening of 
music on October 16! 

Please join us!  Order forms are 
in this newsletter as well as on 
our website. The 2019 Dinner 
Concert was the first time that 
we used the Doubletree as a 
venue, and it was a great 

success: a delicious meal, 
friendly and attentive service, 
free parking in the connected 
garage, and of course, great 
music. We are thrilled to be 
back after having to cancel the 
past two years and look 
forward to presenting this 
special event!

 

President’s Corner 
     Doug Werner, Ringgold Band President 

It is an exciting time to be a member or follower of the Ringgold 

Band. We are getting closer to the end of our 170th season and an extremely 
busy season it has been. When I last wrote to you in spring, our schedule 
was already chock full of 17 performances. Throughout this summer our 
schedule for the year has blossomed to 23 performances including a special 
Christmas Concert to be held at Reformation Lutheran Church on Sunday, 
December 4th from 3:00 – 5:00pm. This concert will be a wonderful 
opportunity to hear some great holiday band music which is sure to get you 
in the spirit of the season.  

 

One of the biggest highlights of the year is our annual Fall Dinner Concert, again this year at the 
DoubleTree Hotel Sunday, October 16th. An order form for tickets is included in this newsletter and can be 
found on our website. Get your tickets early, this is truly a concert not to miss.  

 

Putting together a full season of 23 concerts takes a tremendous amount of planning, commitment, 
and dedication from the entire band. The Ringgold Band plays different music at each of our performances so 
that every concert is a unique musical experience for our audiences. It is also great for our musicians as well, 
as it keeps us engaged and challenged throughout the year. These unique and ever varying concerts take 
considerable planning from our director Chuck Ebersole, assistant director Tom Shade, and our dedicated 
band Librarians, Cathy Fronheiser, Bill Sanders, and Dennis Roule. As you can imagine 22 unique performances 
requires a lot of different music. 

 

What strikes me most throughout this busy year is that the Ringgold Band is a single unit made up of 
many moving parts. It takes all those parts working together to support our mission which is to sustain concert 
band music through high-quality performances, education, and community outreach, while preserving our 
unique history. 

 

I hope you can join the band at one of our remaining concerts. The band enjoys seeing you as much or 
more than you enjoy seeing us. See you at the performances! 

 

Musically,   

Doug Werner 

Doug  Werner 
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Ringgold New Horizons Band 
     Dawn Keiser, New Horizons Member 

 

 Editing For the Ringgold Band 
     Katelynn Humbles, Newsletter Editor/Designer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RINGGOLD BAND  

UPCOMING DATES 

 
Oregon Dairy “Celebration of America” – 
Saturday, September 3rd – 5:00 – 7:00 

Berks County Heritage Center Labor Day 
Celebration – Monday, September 5th – 
11:00 – 12:30 

Phoebe Berks – Sunday, September 11th – 
2:00 – 4:00 

Oley Fair – Saturday, September 17th – 
12:00 – 2:00 

Antietam Valley Community Partnership – 
Sunday, October 9th – 12:00 – 2:00 

2022 Fall Dinner Concert – Sunday, October 
16th – 5:00 

Christmas Concert Reformation Lutheran 
Church – Sunday, December 4th – 3:00 – 
5:00 

 

Greetings from the Ringgold New Horizons Band!  I think I speak for 

everyone when I say, “Man, it’s great to be back at the band hall.”  We started 
up again in early February with a skeleton crew and our numbers have been 
steadily growing.  Many old friends are back and new friends have joined us as 
well.  The size of the clarinet section has doubled! 

Our first performance since the restart was as the warm-up act for the 
Ringgold Band at their 170th Annual Spring Concert on April 24th.  It was nice to 
perform again.  There’s nothing like the butterflies right before you take the 
stage.  Our next gig was at the Pennsylvania Music Educators Association 
conference in Reading in mid-July. Our session at the conference was on starting 
a community band.  While the audience for the talk was small, we performed 
afterwards in the space where all attendees ate lunch and many people came up 
to us and asked questions about the group.  We even got fed!  It’s not often the 
entertainment gets a meal too. 

We look forward to many more fun rehearsals and hope to soon start 
making our rounds at senior centers. Who doesn’t love a nice march? 

 
 

At the end of 2021, I was approached by my guidance counselor, 

Lynne Angstadt, with a community service opportunity. Coincidentally, that 

semester I was taking a journalism course at Conrad Weiser High School. I 

thought that editing and formatting a newsletter would be a wonderful 

experience for me, but it turned out to be much, much more than that! 

Through volunteering as the editor and designer of the Ringgold newsletter, I 

had the opportunity to be introduced to an amazing band of the musician’s 

right in our area. The members are so talented, and each person brings 

something different to the table which sets them apart from other bands. Not 

only did I get to learn about their music, also the years of rich history backing 

their founding and how they’ve evolved over time. While many of us may not 

be able travel far away to see a group perform, it is always nice to know that 

there is such an incredible band around town that you listen to live.  

I am so grateful for this experience because I got the chance to meet 

new people while learning about our local talent. The work everyone involved 

put into this paper has been rewarding in more ways than one. I believe that 

our hard work has allowed us to gain confidence as writers and editors, and 

hopefully helped others to get informed on what is going on in our community. 

So, from me to all of you, thank you for reading and for supporting our 

local talent! 
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT ☆ 
     Kayla Stiely, Ringgold Band Clarinetist 

My name is Kayla Stiely, and I started performing with the Ringgold 

band last summer in 2021 when I moved to Reading. I am from the small town 
of Sacramento, PA, and a native of Schuylkill County. I started playing clarinet 
in 6th grade (I really wanted to play the piccolo, but thankfully my elementary 
band director knew better). Something clicked, and music became a huge part 
of my life very quickly. By 8th grade, my band director, Dave Schmaldienst, was 
teaching me lessons after school and dragging me along to community bands 
in Schuylkill County. I auditioned into PMEA District Band in 9th grade, and in 
10th and 11th grade was accepted into All-State Ensembles. I also attended the 
PA Governor’s School for the Arts the summer before my senior year. My 
experiences made me realize I wanted to pursue music as a career. 
 

I attended George Mason University (Fairfax, VA), where I graduated 
with a B.M. in Music Education in 2010. George Mason offered me so many 
great musical experiences with outstanding professors and mentors. Upon 
graduation, I was employed by Fairfax County Public Schools as an Itinerant 
Elementary Band Teacher. I got to work with some of the teachers I had 
observed and continue learning from them as I formed my own teaching style. I started performing with the 
Fairfax Wind Symphony, directed by Stanley Schoonover (another Schuylkill County native!). Unfortunately, life 
happens, and I ended up moving back to Schuylkill County in 2012 due to my mother passing away. After being 
home for a while, I was employed at Shenandoah Valley Jr./Sr. High School as the Elementary Band Teacher 
where I assisted with the marching band from 2013-2017.  In 2017, I accepted a position with PMEA as the 
Director of Member Engagement. In my current position, I work with exhibitors, advertisers, Corporate 
Sponsors, membership, and anything else needed as conference time approaches. If you come to a PMEA 
Conference, you will likely find me at the registration desk! 
 

My commute became a bit unmanageable, and I bought a house in Reading in 2021 to be closer to work, 
where I now live with my 3 dogs, Zero, Dot, and Luna. Several people told 
me “you need to play with Ringgold!” so I reached out and I am grateful to 
be able to continue to perform with such amazing musicians. It’s funny 
how connected the music community is – wherever I’ve been, there has 
been some connection to a past group or person I’ve performed with or 
worked with. I have truly enjoyed becoming a part of the Ringgold Band 
and I’m looking forward to many more performances in the future! 

Zero, Dot, and Luna 

Kayla Stiely 
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Helping the Ringgold Band through the Internet and Amazon Smile!  

 

The Ringgold Band and Social Media: Keeping Up with Technology! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you purchase anything through Amazon? 
 

If so, you can help the Ringgold Band out simply by choosing them as your charity through the Amazon 
Smile Program. 
 

Customers first need to sign up to use Amazon Smile. They can complete this step by visiting 
smile.amazon.com and signing in with their Amazon credentials. Then, simply choose the Ringgold Band, and 
keep shopping. 
 

You shop like normal, and a small percentage of your purchase price is donated to the band at NO 
ADDITIONAL COST to you!  It’s a win/win situation for all, and the Ringgold Band greatly appreciates any 
support! 

With the new advances in technology, there are many new ways to stay connected to the Ringgold 
Band! 
  

We are striving to keep in touch with our audience through many means including Facebook, 
Twitter, and YouTube. 
  

We invite you to watch videos of live performances at our YOUTUBE channel: 
Link: http://www.youtube.com/channel/UC76Z1fr9Zjaq1PhfM80HHdw 
  

You can follow us or Like us on FACEBOOK for the latest Ringgold news updates. 
Link: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Ringgold-Band-Inc/190828694295651?ref=br_tf 

https://smile.amazon.com/
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UC76Z1fr9Zjaq1PhfM80HHdw
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UC76Z1fr9Zjaq1PhfM80HHdw
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Ringgold-Band-Inc/190828694295651?ref=br_tf
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Ringgold-Band-Inc/190828694295651?ref=br_tf
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RINGGOLD BAND OFFICERS 

 

Ringgold Band News 
Ringgold Band, Inc. 

3539-A Freemont St.  
Laureldale, PA 19605 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chuck Ebersole, Director 

Thomas Shade, Assistant Director 

James S. Seidel, Director Emeritus 

Doug Werner, President 

Lewis Freeman, Vice President 

Cynthia Miller-Aungst, Past 

President/Education Liaison 

Christa Lagler, Webmaster 

Tim Simmons, Treasurer 

Michael Gumpert, Bus. Manager 

Ken Williams, Secretary 
 

Cathy Fronheiser, Librarian 

William Sanders, Ass’t. Librarian 

Patricia Kline, Historian and 

Webmaster 

Wendy Holt Schmehl, Ass’t. 

Historian 

Jill Scheidt, Solicitor 

Al Rochlin, Member at Large 

Blake Tobias Jr., Trustee 
Cathy Barra, Trustee 
Suzanne Fries, Trustee 
 

The Ringgold Band is a family of musicians who enjoy performing concert band 

music. We are dedicated to continuously advancing the skill of our members while 

providing high quality entertainment for audiences throughout the region. We are 

committed to the education and 

development of young musicians in order to preserve our rich history and repertoire 

of concert band music. 

 

The band is funded by private and corporate donations and The Reading Musical 

Foundation, of which the Ringgold Band is an affiliate.  

 

The band encourages the cultivation of music among community youth. High school 

and college-age musicians are invited to rehearse with the band Monday evenings 

at 7:30 p.m. For more information about the band, visit us online at 

www.ringgoldband.com, or contact chuck.ebersole@ringgoldband.com. 

Ringgold Band News is published 
twice a year for members and 
supporters of the Ringgold Band, 
Inc. 
 
Send comments and story ideas 
to Cynthia.miller-
aungst@ringgoldband.com or 
mail to: 
 

Ringgold Band News 
3539-A Freemont St. 
Laureldale, PA 19605 

 
Editor/Designer: 
Katelynn Humbles 
 
Contributors:  
Chuck Ebersole 
Doug Werner 
Al Rochlin 
Cynthia Miller-Aungst 
Blake Tobias Jr. 
Wendy Holt Schemhl 
Robert Anthony Jr. 
Tim Simmons 
Lewis Freeman, III 
Dr. Dennis Ritter 
Patricia Kline 
Heidi Rochlin 

http://www.ringgoldband.com/
mailto:Cynthia.miller-aungst@ringgoldband.com
mailto:Cynthia.miller-aungst@ringgoldband.com
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RINGGOLD BAND 
 

Fall Dinner Concert 

5:00 P.M. Sunday, October 16th, 2022 

Doubletree Hotel, Reading, PA 
(Free parking available in Hotel Garage) 

 

SPECIAL GUEST CONDUCTOR 

Loras John Schissel 
A Bandmaster in the Sousa Tradition 

 

All tickets $40.00 per person 

 

PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: Ringgold Band, Inc. 

 

✃ – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – 
 

There are 10 seats per table, however, you do not need to reserve an entire table. Reservations will be filled in the order 

received. 

All tickets will be mailed after October 1st, 2022. Simply fill out the form below and mail to the address shown. 

 

NAME: ___________________________________________________________ PHONE: _________________________ 

 

ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________ EMAIL: __________________________ 

 

TOTAL AMOUNT INCLUDED: $__________ I request to be seated with: ________________________________________ 

 

 

All dinners include garden salad, starch, vegetable, dessert, coffee, or tea 

 

Lemon Thyme French Cut Chicken with smashed potatoes and baby vegetables _____________ 

Grilled Salmon Steak with herb butter sauce, roasted tomato, and lemon risotto ____________ 

Lemon Risotto with roasted caponata root vegetables and herbs _________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Please Mail Check and Order Form To:                                                  Questions regarding the dinner portion of the concert 

The Ringgold Band                                                                                            should be directed to Donna Debiec 484-529-1887 

3539A Fremont Street,                                                                                                  If you wish to be seated with other parties 

Laureldale, PA 19605                                                                                                                                   please designate on form. 


