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     ♫ The Ringgold Band of Reading, PA ♩ 
 

Ringgold Band News  
 www.ringgoldband.com   Spring, 2022  
  

 

From Our Director 
     Chuck Ebersole, Ringgold Band 

Musical Director 

 

Once again, on April 22, 2022, 

the Ringgold Band and the 
Ringgold New Horizons Band 
will return to the Scottish Rite 
theater in West Reading.  This 
will be the setting for our 170th 
Anniversary Concert, an event 
that our friends will not want to 
miss!  New Horizons Band will 
perform prior to the concert at 
2:40 PM, and at 3:00 PM the 
Ringgold Band takes the stage. 

Our special guest for the 
afternoon will be Berks 
County’s own songwriter and 
entertainer, Dave Kline!  Taking 
the stage after intermission, 
Dave, accompanied by the 
band, will guide you on a 
musical journey from 1852 to 
the present, starting with his 
own composition, The Ballad of 
the Ringgold Artillery Brass 
Band.  We will touch on World 
War I with John Philip Sousa’s 
Liberty Loan March, followed  

by a rousing version of Louie 
Prima’s Sing, Sing, 
Sing.  Ringgold’s own 
vocalists, Alexandra Booth 
and Tyler Rutt will join Dave 
in a lovely medley from The 
Sound of Music.  Next, the 
music of Elton John and the 
Beatles will be featured, and 
we will close the afternoon’s 
concert with Tom Shade’s 
moving arrangement of Paul 
McCartney’s Freedom, 
written for the United States 
of America and especially for 
the victims of the 9/11 
attacks.

During the first half of the 
concert, the Ringgold Band is 
honored to welcome our two 
first-place winners of the 
Ringgold Band Young Artist 
Award for 2022!  Xadiel 
Benejan-Rodriuez from Exeter 

Township High School will 
Diversion for Alto Saxophone 
and Band, an exciting solo 
which Bernhard Heiden wrote 
for the 445th Army Services 
Band in 1943.

Chuck Ebersole 

Chuck Ebersole 
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Ringgold Band 

170th Anniversary 
 

Spring Concert 
 

Sunday, April 24th, 2022 
3:00 pm 

 
Scottish Rite Cathedral 

West Reading, PA 

 
$15 per person 

 
Tickets will be available from band 
members, by mail using the ticket 

order form on page 17, or at the box 
office on the day of the concert. 

 

http://www.ringgoldb/
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Also featured will be Schuylkill Valley’s Brian 
Gambler, a percussionist, who has chosen to 
perform Fiddle Faddle, an equally difficult, but 
more light-hearted piece of music which Leroy 
Anderson wrote for the Boston Pops. Both young 
men are planning to pursue a career in music, and 
we are certain that you will enjoy their 
performances! 

Singing a beautiful number made popular by Celine 
Dion and Andrea Bocelli, our vocalists, Alexandra 
and Tyler, are preparing to present The Prayer, 
written by Carole Bayer Sager and David Foster. 
Other musical treats planned for our audience are 
Giuseppe Verdi’s Overture to La Forza del Destino 
and Danzon No. 2 by Arturo Marquez.  Verdi’s 
famous overture is filled with memorable melodies 
and thundering emotions, both of which are so 
characteristic of Verdi’s music.  The Danzon No. 2 
has become a favorite of classical audiences since 
its premiere in 1994.  Indeed, the piece has helped 
make Marquez one of the most respected Mexican 
composers of the 20th century. 

Finally, there are the marches, and as is tradition, 
we have several planned for the Spring Concert: 

Liberty Loan by John Philip Sousa – This march was 
written in 1917 during the time that Sousa was 
commissioned to organize the Great Lakes Navy 
Recruit Band. Composed for the fourth Liberty 
Loan Campaign of World War I, there is news reel 

footage of Sousa leading his 300-piece Navy 
Band. It was released (and can still be heard) on a 
78-rpm record and was very popular at the 
time.  However, much of its popularity may be 
because the reverse side of the record featured 
Sousa’s U.S. Field Artillery March! 

Valdres March by Johannes Hanssen – Composed 
in 1903 and known throughout the world as the 
“Norwegian March,” Valdres is Hanssen’s first and 
most well-known composition. Stately melodies, 
technical rhythms, and a French Horn entrance that 
sounds like it is two measures early when the main 
theme returns are all included in this delightful 
march! 

Old Berks March by Monroe A. Althouse – A prolific 
composer and native of Berks County, Althouse 
was conductor of the Ringgold Band for more than 
20 years at the beginning of the last century.  Old 
Berks March was written for the dedication of the 
Masonic Home in Elizabethtown, PA. The Ringgold 
Band plays an Althouse march at every concert. 

And of course…. The Stars and Stripes Forever by 
John Philip Sousa – Sousa was a friend of Monroe 
Althouse and was closely associated with the 
Ringgold Band.  He passed away in Reading the 
evening before he was to conduct the band for 
their 80th Anniversary concert in March of 1932.  
We look forward to presenting this concert for you 
and encourage you to bring friends and family!
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President’s Corner 
     Doug Werner, Ringgold Band President 

Greetings! Let me share with you that the Ringgold Band has many reasons to be excited about our 

upcoming 2022 musical season. It seems to us that the communities in 
and around Berks County are again ready and waiting in anticipation of 
live music. The band is preparing for one of the busiest seasons we’ve had 
in several years with 17 performances scheduled to date. Equally exciting 
is that we are finally able to resume our educational programs and have 
scheduled a side-by-side program with the students at Twin Valley High 
School on Sunday, May 22nd. The Ringgold Band’s educational programs 
offer a wonderful opportunity for students to participate with, and learn 
from, more experienced musicians in a group setting. These programs 
also afford students exposure to concert band repertoire which they may 
not experience anywhere else. I believe in many ways this learning goes 
both ways; the students learn, and so do we. Music really is an intergenerational experience.  
 

Given the band’s extensive schedule the public will have the chance to see and hear the band perform 
a variety of music in a variety of settings, but I am especially looking forward to resuming the two 
performances that bookend this year’s schedule. On Sunday April 24th, the band will be holding our 170th 
Spring Concert at the Scottish Rite Cathedral in West Reading. On Sunday, October 16th the band will again be 
holding our annual fall dinner concert at the Doubletree Hotel in Reading. More details are forthcoming 
regarding that concert. These two concerts give the audience the opportunity to see and hear the band in a 
more formal setting, and they also represent the only yearly fundraising events held by the band.  
 

We look forward to our upcoming season and especially to performing for all of you who have 
faithfully followed and supported this great band throughout the past.  
 
 

Musically, 
Doug Werner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Doug  Werner 
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Ringgold New Horizons Band 
     Al Rochlin, Ringgold Band Member at Large 

 Ringgold Band Young Artist Award Winners     
Cynthia Miller-Aungst, Ringgold Band Education Liaison/Past President 

 

RINGGOLD BAND 

2022 SCHEDULE 

 
2022 Spring Anniversary Concert Scottish 
Rite Cathedral, W. Reading– Sun, April 24th, 
3:00 

Twin Valley High School Side-By-Side – Sun, 
May 22nd, 12:15 

Reading Liederkranz – Sun, May 29th – 3:00 
– 5:00 

Fleetwood Park – Sun, June 5th – 6:00 – 
8:00, Rain Date – June 6th 

Great Marsh Institute, Elverson – Sat, June 
18th – 6:00 – 8:00, Rain Date – June 19th  

Bethany Children’s Home, Womelsdorf– 
Sat, June 25th – 1:00 – 3:00 

Elizabethtown Masonic Village – Sun, June 
26th – 2:00 – 4:00 

Brickerville United Lutheran Church – Sat, 
July 2nd – 5:00 – 8:00 

Conrad Weiser Homestead, Womelsdorf – 
Sun, July 3rd – 5:00 – 7:00, Rain Date – 
September 4th 

Kutztown Folk Festival – Wed, July 6th – 3:45 
– 4:30 

St. John’s (Hains) Church, Wernersville – 
Sat, July 9th – 5:00 – 8:00 

The Highlands, Wyomissing – Tues, July 12th 
– 7:00 – 9:00 

Palmerton Borough Park– Sun, July 17th - 
7:00 – 8:30 

Wyomissing Stone House – Wed, July 27th – 
7:00 – 8:30, Rain Date – July 28th Hill 
Church, Boyertown – Sat, August 6th – 5:00 
– 8:00 

Phoebe Berks, Wernersville – Sun, 
September 11th – 2:00 – 4:00 

Oley Fair – Sat, September 17th – 12:00 – 
2:00 

2022 Fall Dinner Concert, Doubletree 

Hotel, Reading – Sun, October 16th – 5:00 

The members of the Ringgold New Horizons Concert Band would 

like to convey how honored and excited they are to be performing prior 
to the start of the Ringgold Band Spring Anniversary Concert. After a long 
hiatus, the band has come through these challenging times ready to share 
their musical gifts. Our concert band and jazz band are again rehearsing 
on a weekly basis and are thrilled to be back together making music 
again. 
 

We sincerely hope you enjoy our musical offering to herald in a 
wonderful afternoon of band repertoire!  
 

The New Horizons Band is made up of young at heart musicians 
who may have put their instruments away for many years (or never had 
the opportunity to start an instrument) and now find that they have time 
to devote to music. We rehearse weekly on Wednesday mornings at the 
Ringgold Band Hall. There is no audition and we welcome all who love 
playing in a band. Our motto is “your best is good enough”. If interested 
please contact a member or Cynthia.miller-aungst@ringgoldband.com. 
 

The Ringgold Band Young Artist Award is given to the winners of 

our annual audition. The audition is open to Berks County high school 

seniors who plan to continue playing in a band at the college level or in 

the military. The audition consists of playing a solo, sight-reading, and 

talking to the panel of judges about their musical experiences. The top 

winner is awarded a $1,000 scholarship and the opportunity to solo with 

the band at our annual anniversary concert in the spring. Other winners 

are awarded a scholarship and opportunity to solo with us during our 

summer concert season. This is one of our favorite youth initiatives 

because we are always amazed at the level of musicianship and overall 

maturity that we see in these students. We were thrilled to have six 

applicants who were all accomplished young musicians. In fact, the level 

of musicianship was so high that the committee decided to select two 

top winners who will perform with the band at our spring anniversary 

concert. We are looking forward to showcasing these outstanding 

musicians! 

mailto:Cynthia.miller-aungst@ringgoldband.com
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Hannah Gelsinger  
Hannah will receive a $500 Scholarship and solo with the band during a summer concert. 
 

Hannah is a senior at Conrad Weiser High School. She primarily plays 
flute & piccolo in the symphonic band, flute ensemble, and pit orchestra. 
Hannah would like to attend college to major in Music Education with a possible 
minor in English. Hannah furthers her music experiences by taking private 
lessons with Robin Lilarose, auditioning for county and district band and 
orchestra, and participating in an internship with Alexis Perrone, Conrad Weiser 
Middle School band director. Hannah is thankful for all the opportunities she 
has been given throughout her high school career. 
 

Brian Gambler 
Brian Gambler will receive a $1000 scholarship and perform a solo with the band at our Spring 

Anniversary concert. 
 

Brian Gambler is a senior homeschool student who is also dual 
enrolled at Schuylkill Valley High School. He has participated in a number of 
music activities over his high school career, including concert band, jazz band, 
marching band, chorus, select chorus, and pit orchestra. He has also 
successfully auditioned for a number of ensembles, including County, District, 
and Region Band and Orchestra, All-State Concert Band, All-State Wind 
Ensemble, the Reading Symphony Youth Orchestra, and the West Chester 
University High School Honors Percussion Ensemble, and the Lebanon Valley 
High School Honors Choir. Brian plays and sings with the Worship Team at 
Fleetwood Bible Church. He has held a number of leadership positions, 
including section leader, band president, and principal (RSYO). He will be 
attending college for music education this fall. 
 

Xadiel Benejan-Rodriguez 
Xadiel will receive a $1000 scholarship and perform a solo with the band at our Spring 

Anniversary concert. 
 

Xadiel is a senior at Exeter Township Senior High School and is part of 
the high school’s concert band, marching band, jazz band, orchestra and pit 
orchestra. He started playing the saxophone in 9th grade when he wanted to 
join the high school jazz band. Little did he know it would develop into a 
passion that would take him all the way to Region Band. He started taking 
lessons in 10th grade with Timothy Gross who encouraged him to try out for 
festival bands. He has successfully made first chair County, District and 
Region band his Junior and Senior year. He is currently waiting for the All-
State results. Xadiel has also learned to play the clarinet, tenor sax and still 
play the cello which was the instrument he began on in 5th grade! He plans 
to continue music in college as a performance major on saxophone. 
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT ☆ 
     Blake Tobias Jr., Ringgold Band Trustee 

Hello to our Ringgold Fans! 

 
My name is Blake Tobias, Jr., and I’m a percussionist and newly 

elected Board Trustee with the Ringgold Band.  I started with the band 
shortly after I completed my undergraduate education in 2017 at Albright 
College where I earned a Bachelor of Science in Biology.  I continued 
my involvement with Ringgold while studying for a dual focused Master 
of Science of Health Administration, as well as Organization 
Development and Leadership, which I earned from St. Joseph’s 
University in Philadelphia.  I currently study Health Care Innovation 
within the Department of Medical Ethics and Health Policy at the 
University of Pennsylvania Perelman School of Medicine.   
  

Professionally, I work in Administration and Operations with Penn Medicine as Manager for Penn 
Transplant Institute Kidney and Liver Transplant based out of Reading and portions of Philadelphia.  Beyond my 
position as Trustee for the Ringgold Band Board, I am current President-elect for the Albright College Alumni 
Association Board of Directors, am past-chair and current Board Director for the Hospice and Palliative Nurses 
Foundation and the Hospice and Palliative Nurses Association, am an advisory board member at St. Joseph’s 
University Graduate School of Health Studies, Program Development Student Advisor for the Perelman School 
of Medicine with University of Pennsylvania, and volunteer with a number of local organizations.  In my down 
time I enjoy spending my time in West Reading where I reside with my girlfriend Lindsay and our two Bengal 
cats, Mowgli and Mao, spending time with my parents, sister, and her family, co-authoring multiple textbooks 
on health ethics and policy, and enjoy 3D printing and designing fun doodads.   
  

Music has been a family tradition – my father, uncle, and aunt are all instrumentalists, my grandfather 
on my mother’s side was in many rock and roll bands during his younger days and continues to actively play 
guitar and bass to this day; my great-uncle, David Tobias, graduate of Muhlenberg High School in 1955, had a 
few appearances with the Ringgold band during his early days and continued on as a music educator at 
Oakcrest High School in New Jersey for 50-years; and, perhaps the rarest fact, I am related to one of our former 
band leaders, Monroe Althouse, who grew up in Centre Township just down the road from where I grew up!   
  

While my father’s parents were not musicians, they were very much fans of music, and regularly took 
me to the symphony in Reading and Philadelphia, various shows, and to many, many Ringgold band 
concerts.  They also partnered with my parents to provide me private lessons starting early on in my musical 
journey with a local percussionist, Scott Haupt, who was a supreme influence to shaping me into the musician I 
am today.  Similarly, I would like to thank longtime Ringgold member, and my mentor, Brian Holt for not only 
working with me at various festivals and during my time at Albright, but for inviting me to come by a Ringgold 
rehearsal!  
  

I cannot stress enough how grateful I am to be involved with a historic and phenomenal organization 
like Ringgold, I wish you all well and please feel free to invite your friends, family, and anyone you know to our 
shows – we’d be happy to see you for the first, 20th, or 100th time! 

 

Blake Tobias Jr. 
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Official Band of Reading 

 
 
 
 

Ringgold Nuggets 
     Wendy Holt Schemhl, Ringgold Band Assistant Historian 

 

Most every band fan and concertgoer knows that 

the Ringgold Band was the last band that was 
conducted by John Philip Sousa before Sousa 
passed away in Reading in 1932.  Many Civil War 
buffs also know that members of the Ringgold Light 
Artillery were among the “First Defenders” who 
went to Washington, D.C when the Civil War began 
in 1861.     
 
Our Spring Concert, on April 24th this year, will be 
our 170th Anniversary Concert.  During those 170 
years, Ringgold has many achievements that are 
worthy of note.  This article will give some 
highlights of the band’s history and mention some 
other interesting pieces of information about the 
band that are not well known. 
 

The story of the Ringgold Light Artillery (also known 
as the “First Defenders”) will be told in a “Ballad” 
by Dave Kline during our concert in April   The 
Ringgold Artillery Brass Band followed the “First 
Defenders” to Washington in May 1861.  The band 
was attached to the Pennsylvania 25th Regiment as 
a Regimental Band and served until it was 
mustered out in June 1862.  But wait – there’s 
more - to the story.  Later that summer and fall in 
1861 the band received additional invitations from 
nearby regiments to serve as a regimental 
band.  A  Col. Davis from Doylestown offered a pay 
of $30.00 per month per man. The band also 
received an invitation from Col. Sickles of the 3d 
regiment; he upped the ante to $40.00 per 
month.  Neither one of the offers was 
accepted.   The Ringgold at that time was 
considered to be “one of the finest  

On August 29, 2021, the Band held a “Welcome 

Back to Live Music Concert” at the Reading Liederkranz. 

This concert was graciously sponsored by the Reading 

Musical Foundation. As part of this concert, City of Reading 

Councilmember Marcia Goodman-Hinnershitz presented 

the band with an official proclamation designating the 

Ringgold Band as the Official Concert Band of the City of 

Reading.  

 

This process was started several years ago by Ringgold’s Assistant Director, Tom Shade, in 
conjunction with the city’s previous administration, but it never really got past the discussion stage. This 
past year Tom contacted Mayor Eddie Moran’s Chief of Staff, Frank Denbowski, and got the ball rolling 
again presenting the detailed information necessary for them to consider the proclamation. The city was 
thrilled to put together and present this honor to the band. 
 

The Ringgold Band is incredibly proud of our history and the majority of that history is strongly tied 

to the city of Reading. This proclamation is another treasured award for the Band.  
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Military Bands in the country.” 
 
Over the years, Ringgold has participated in 
numerous historical events.  The band, under the 
direction of Monroe Althouse, marched in 
Woodrow Wilson’s Inaugural Parade in 1912 where 
they saluted the President by playing the Althouse 
march which was based on Princeton University’s 
song “Old Nassau.” (President Wilson had 
previously served as the President of Princeton 
University.)  The band also participated in the 
inauguration observance for FDR in 1933.     
 
Under the direction of Monroe Althouse in the 
early 20th century, Ringgold became a touring band 
and played in nearly every state.  In addition to 
traveling as a marching band with local fire 
companies and fraternal organizations, the band 
also presented formal concerts in major cities 
throughout the United Sates.  Favorable reviews of 
these concerts can be found in the National 
Newspaper Index. 
 
The Ringgold chimes were bought by the Rajah 
Shriners and donated to Ringgold in 1925.  Among 
the first numbers to be played on the chimes in 
1925 were “The Angelus” and the “Hampden 
Firemen” march.  The march had just been written 
and was played for the first time that year. The 
“Hampden Firemen” has been a regular feature on 
concert programs for nearly 100 years.  (I recently 
played a concert with local school students where 
one of the students wanted to know if it was true 
that the band played “with smoke.”  His 
grandmother had told him so.) 
 
Ringgold is also noted locally for playing church 
picnics; many annual concerts were played for 

decades.  Churches where Ringgold previously 
played include Christ (Mertz) in Dryville, Belleman’s 
in Leesport, Huff’s Church, Muddy Creek in Denver, 
and Alleghenyville.  We still play summer concerts 
at Brickerville United Lutheran, St John’s Hill 
Church in Boyertown, and St. John’s (Hain’s) in 
Wernersville. 
 
Several compositions have been written, mostly by 
local or Pennsylvania composers, to honor the 
Ringgold Band.  They were written at the end of 
the 19th century and during the first half of the 
20th.  Most of these compositions were marches, 
e.g. March Ringgold or the Ringgold March.  Four of 
these marches are listed in the Heritage 
Encyclopedia of Band Music.  Locating copies 
would be a subject for future research; some of 
them were never published. One piece has 
survived and is frequently played by the band 
today – the Ringgold Rhapsody - written in 1967 by 
Henry Gass. 
 
One recent accomplishment of the Ringgold Band 
occurred in 2013 when the band received the 
Sudler Silver Scroll Historic Award.  The award is 
given by the John Philip Sousa Foundation to 
recognize special merit in community band 
programs.  
 
During the past 170 years, Ringgold has 
participated in many noteworthy events and 
created many musical traditions.  Our Spring 
Concert will conclude with our rendition of playing 
Sousa’s Stars and Striped Forever – a tradition we 
have been observing since 1932 when the March 
King passed away in Reading. 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



Page | 9                                                                                                             Ringgold Band News, Spring, 2022 
 

The Berks Tubadors 
 

The Berks Tubadors (BTD) is a traditional tuba/euphonium quartet formed approximately 6 years ago by 

members of the Ringgold Band and New Horizons Band. The Founding group members include Bob Anthony and Tim 
Simmons on tuba, and Dewey Freeman and Don Schilke on euphonium. Two years ago Don retired from brass playing 
and Dr. Dennis Ritter joined the group on euphonium. The group was formed to enjoy and promote the low brass 
instrument sound and literature. Most of the group’s initial arrangements were holiday (TubaChristmas) pieces as well 
as college level march, classical and traditional secular and non-secular transcriptions written for TTEE instrumentation. 
Bob Anthony, former Navy Band Chief Musician and Tubist, decided to arrange an extensive library of music for the 
group from a variety of genres (jazz, classical, 
showtunes/musicals, Patriotic medleys, etc.). The group’s 
library is over 250 selections now and group members rehearse 
regularly because we love to play!  
 

We have performed at various venues throughout the 
area including church services, nursing homes, hotel events, 
memorial services and other events where entertainment is 
desired.  
 
Current player roster and bios are as follows: 
 
Robert (Bob) Anthony, Jr., Tuba I, whose musical career began 
as a 7th grader at Slatington Jr. High where he started playing 
Eb tuba in the band under director Angelo Scarseletti. Bob 
switched to BBb tuba in high school where he played in various 
school ensembles as well as County, District and Regional/State 
Band festivals. He also received the John Philip Sousa award in 
high school. Upon graduation, Bob joined the Navy and 
attended the Naval School of Music where he also learned to 
play string bass. Upon graduation as a Navy Musician Bob was 
assigned to various ships and tours playing throughout the 
Mediterranean. After leaving the Navy, he attended Berklee College of Music in Boston studying string bass. He returned 
to the Lehigh Valley and performed with a number of local groups including polka and jazz bands. Bob returned to the 
Navy and was again assigned to the Armed Forces School of Music where he learned music arranging and conducting 
and was initially sent to the Pacific Fleet stationed in Hawaii. After several more assignments, He ultimately retired from 
the Navy as a Chief Musician. Bob has literally played throughout the world during his military duties. He then returned 
to college at Kutztown Univ. and Wilkes College for Bachelors and Masters degrees in information technology and then 
teaching at Tulpehocken High School. Once he retired from teaching, Bob returned to his musical interests and joined 
the Ringgold Band, Rajah Temple Shriners Concert, Dance and String Bands and the Keystone Band of Rehersburg.  
 

Along with other members of the group, Bob formed the Berks Tubadors . "This was a perfect vehicle to 
showcase the capabilities of the low brass instruments and was not only challenging but also a lot of fun." 
Bob covers the Tuba I part in the group and plays a King 2341 BBb Tuba and Wessex TE460 Eb Tuba. 
 

Tim Simmons, Tuba II (contra bass foundation for the group), has been playing the tuba for over 50 years . 
While in high school and college he played in marching band, concert band, community band and small ensembles as 
well as County, District, Regional and intercollegiate band festivals. After college, Tim played in a community band, high 
school alumni band and a brass quintet. Upon retirement as a CPA, and after his children graduated, he expanded his 
playing opportunities in the Ringgold Band, Boyertown Alumni Marching Unit, Polished Brass Quintet, The Berks 
Tubadors, Keystone Band of Rehersburg, and Antebellum Marine Band (Civil War Regimental Band). Tim plays a King  

Robert Anthony Jr., Tim Simmons, Lewis Freeman III, 
and Dr. Dennis Ritter 
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Model 2341 BBb Tuba and covers the Tuba II part. He continues to use his profession to help Musical organizations by 
serving as the Treasurer of the Ringgold Band, Reading Musical Foundation and Boyertown Alumni Marching Unit.  
 

"Making music has been and continues to be an important part of my life." 
 

Lewis (Dewey) Freeman, III, Euphonium I, is a retired Banker who began playing Tuba at Governor Mifflin Jr. 
and Sr. High School in Shillington, Pa. He graduated in the class of 1973. He went on to attend Lehigh University where 
he received a BS Degree in Accounting in 1977. "I am playing today because of my High School band Director Lewis 
"Skip" Norcott, III." Dewey had a 20 year hiatus from playing after high school and restarted again at church with the 
prompting of organist Bruce Rohrbach. In order to get back into playing he studied privately with several local teachers 
and professional Tubist, Matt Brown. "I am a strong advocate of private lessons and instruction for young and returning 
musicians to help you with your musical journey." Dewey has performed with Brass in Praise, the Macungie Band and 
Reading Symphony Orchestra. He is currently performing with The Ringgold Band, Keystone Band of Rehersburg, Pagoda 
Brass and the Antebellum Marine Band. He covers the Euphonium I part with the Berks Tubadors and plays a Willson 
2900s euphonium and Meinl Weston 3450s CC Tuba.  
 

Dr. Dennis Ritter, Euphonium II, whose interests in and love of music began in the 2nd grade when his parents 
had his maternal Grandfather's cornet refurbished and he began taking lessons at the Nazareth Music Center in 
Nazareth, Pa. "My parents soon got me connected with the Nazareth Youth Band and a new Conn "Constellation" 
trumpet soon followed and the rest is history." As a seventh grader he was one of three students to make the Nazareth 
High School Band where he was 1st chair trumpet his junior and senior years. As a student at Muhlenberg College, he 
played in the pit orchestra for several musicals and accompanied the college choir on numerous occasions during his 
four years. Following College Dennis attended seminary and playing trumpet took a back seat until his ordination in 
1977. "As a pastor I shared my love of music both as a trumpeter and a singer. However, it wasn't until somewhat later 
in my ministerial career that I was able once again to become a part of a band or other musical organization when I 
joined the Nazareth Community Band." A few years later Dennis joined the Ringgold New Horizons Concert Band in 
Reading, Pa. It was around that time when he was able to pursue another musical interest with the purchase of a 
refurbished baritone horn. This opened a whole new set of musical opportunities for him such as TubaChristmas and of 
course the Berks Tubadors where he covers the Euphonium II part. Dennis joined the group in 2020 during the 
pandemic. "While I have no major laurels to show for my years of singing, playing the trumpet or baritone horn, music 
has served as a powerful spiritual outlet and gift for me throughout my life, for which I am thankful to God and to my 
parents who got me started and kept me practicing even when I said I wanted to Quit."  
 

All four group members thoroughly enjoy playing together and performing, and we have never had difficulty 
getting together to rehearse, for the love of music and each other's company (usually). We've rehearsed in a number of 
places including Dewey's barn, as well as our formerly favorite place in Don Schilke's home because Don's wife Tyrene 
would give us homemade cookies after we played. (God bless you Tyrene!!) "Will play for cookies!!"  Being a small 
group, during the pandemic we were able to distance ourselves and rehearse outdoors at several local band shells and 
pavilions where we drew an audience of live music starved passerby’s out walking within earshot. Since music is another 
form of prayer for us and a calming refuge from a sometimes chaotic world, we found and created a calm in the midst of 
the covid storm the past couple of years.  
 

For us, music is a lifelong joy to be shared. The group gives us the ability to demonstrate the beauty of the "back 
row instruments" with a chance to share their sonorous beauty, harmonies and shed their "oom pah" image. "We insist 
on absolutely enjoying what we do! All of us were blessed with strong school music programs growing up and are able to 
play and share music as long as we can draw breath." From this beginning in our youth, Ringgold and New Horizons 
brought us together, to form The Berks Tubadors for which we will be eternally grateful.  
 
We welcome you to come listen to the "bottom of the band" some time! 
 The Berks Tubadors 
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Fred Cardin: Merging Diversity, Education, and Performance 
     Patricia Kline, Historian 

 

Fred Cardin served as the esteemed Musical 

Director and 
Conductor of the 
Ringgold Band from 
1943 until his death 
in 1960.  During his 
tenure as Director, 
Fred used his vast 
experience as an 
educator and 
performer to expose 
audiences to music 
they never 
experienced in prior 
concerts.  
 
William Frederick 

Cardin, also known as “Pejawah” (Big Cat), 
pioneered the recognition of Native American 
Music as an integral 
part of American 
music culture. Born 
on April 18, 1895 as 
part of the Quapaw 
tribe of the 
Oklahoma Territory, 
Fred first took violin 
lessons from a nun 
at a local mission at 
a very early age.  He 
studied at the 
Carlisle Indian 
School and 
practiced his 
instrument at least 
two hours daily 
while other students were playing sports. He 
attended this school with his good friend Jim 
Thorpe. Their friendship remained through 
adulthood and Cardin played a violin solo at 
Thorpe’s wedding. After graduation in 1912, Cardin 
attended the Dana Musical institute in Warren, 
Ohio for an additional three years of study on 

violin. His education continued at the 
Conservatoire Americain in Fontainebleau, France. 
In 1927 Cardin graduated with a degree in music 
composition from the Curtis Institute of Music in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He received additional 
musical training at 
Penn State University 
and Temple University. 
 
During his musical 
education, Cardin 
explored the 
theoretical aspect of 
music from his Native 
American heritage. He 
was fascinated by his 
culture’s use of 
polyrhythms and 
quarter tones.  During 
his early career Cardin 
established himself as a 
concert violinist that excelled in both classical and 
Native American repertoire.  He was first violinist 

with The Indian String 
Quartet. This quartet 
usually started their 
concerts wearing 
tuxedos as they 
played music from 
the classical 
repertoire before 
changing into First 
Nations regalia for 
the second half of the 
concert.  This regalia 
also included full 
Plains headdresses 
for three members of 
the quartet (The 

fourth wore his fur clothing).  The Indian String 
Quartet toured frequently on the Circuit 
Chautauqua Circuit. Cardin also composed several 
songs that highlighted his Native American heritage 
as well as folk songs of Pennsylvania. Some of his 

William Frederick Cardin, “Pejawah” 
Indian String Quartet 

Source: University of Iowa Digital 
Library 

Cardin is in the upper left corner 
Source: University of Iowa Digital 

Archives 

Fred Cardin “Pejawah” playing a 
peace pipe 

Source: Ancestry.com 

 

William Frederick Cardin, “Pejawah” 
Native American Violinist 

Source: University of Iowa Digital 
Library 
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compositions and arrangements include: “Cree 
War Dance”, “Lament”, “Ghost Pipe”, “Great 

Drum” and 
“Thunderstruck”. 
 
Besides this string 
quartet, professional 
credits included: the 
Kansas City Symphony 
Orchestra, teaching at 
the University of 
Nebraska, and 
performing with the 
Indian Arts and 
Musical Company, The 
Cardin-Lierance 
Orchestra and String 
Quartet, Reading 
Symphony Orchestra, 

Reading Civic Opera Company, and the Ringgold 
Band. 
 
Cardin served in the army during World War I as 
part of the 313th Cavalry and the 69th Field 
Artillery of the 95th U.S. Division 74. After the war, 
Fred Cardin became a music educator for the 
Reading School District in 1928 and served as the 
high school band director for 27 of his thirty years 
in the district. He was known around the Reading 
area as a soloist, composer, conductor, and 
educator. 
 
Cardin’s affiliation with the Ringgold Band started 
as a playing member of the band. In July 6, 1936 he 
was appointed Assistant Director and on 

September 13,1943 Cardin was elected Musical 
Director. He 
served in that 
capacity until his 
death in 1960.   
 
Because Cardin’s 
role of Director 
started during 
World War II, he 
was challenged 
to fill numerous 
vacancies in the 
band that were 
depleted during 
the war efforts.  His first inclination to recruit 
musicians from the junior band (formed by Robert 

Mattern) was 
thwarted by their 
ranks also being 
depleted by the 
war. As a result, 
Cardin recruited 
eight women to 
fill the ranks 
temporarily. This 
was the first time 
females were 
welcomed in the 
band as 
documented by 

the 92nd Spring Anniversary Concert on April 23, 
1944. They did 
not remain 
once the war 
commenced 
and the men 
returned, but 
nevertheless, 
it was a 
historic 
milestone for 
the band and 
was featured 
in an article in 
the Reading 
Eagle (April 16, 1944). Afterwards, a few of the 

Cardin is in on the far left 
Source: University of Iowa 

Digital Archives 

Indian String Quartet, Fred Cardin is on the Far left, and on the left 
in the quartets 

Source: University of Iowa Digital Archive Collection 

Fred Cardin with his old classmate 
Jim Thorpe 

Source: Ancestry.com via Reading 
Eagle Newspaper 

Fred Cardin conducting Ringgold band 
members Earl Myers, 

Gerald Hasbrouck, Emil Minnichbach, & 
Harry Boyer 

Source: Ringgold Band Archives 

Fred Cardin Plays violin given to him by 
Dr. Jacob Gimble. 

In the background is a photo of Cardin 
as a young warrior. 

From Reading Eagle Article by 
Schlossberg 
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eight women played occasionally in concerts, as 
documented in the 95th 
Spring Anniversary 
Concert. 
Under his baton, Cardin 
brought a wide variety of 
music to the local 
audiences. The Ringgold 
Band performed in sold-out 
houses with crowds up to 
1500 in the audience 
according to local 
newspaper articles. The 
Ringgold Band performed 
their anniversary concerts 
at Reading high School and 
the Rajah Theater.  
 

With Cardin at the helm, the band performed between 
thirty-five and fifty-five concerts each year. Cardin liked 
to feature new American compositions among the 
overtures, marches, and classical transcriptions.  This 
included musicians within the Ringgold Band that were 
also composers. Concerts under his reign featured 
numerous soloists, as well as giving local youth a chance 
to shine as soloists. He also formed smaller chamber 
ensembles within the Ringgold Band and featured them 
on concerts. Of course he also honored the traditions of 
his predecessors of starting the concert with an 
Althouse March and ending with the iconic “Stars and 
Stripes Forever.” Cardin prided himself with diverse 

programming and as a result, the band never performed 
the same concert twice. This is a practice still honored 
today by every succeeding director including Walter 
Gier, Jim Seidel, and Charles Ebersole. 
 
Fred Cardin was a very busy man. In addition to his 
duties with the Ringgold Band and teaching for the 
Reading School District, Cardin directed the Masonic 
and Male Reading Chorus, Reading Civic Opera, The 
Reading Music Festival, and the 1948 Reading Bi-
Centennial. In 1958, Cardin was awarded the fourth 
annual Community Music Award for improving the 
musical arts 
throughout the 
city of Reading 
with his 
musical 
compositions.  
 
On August 29, 
1960 Cardin 
suffered a 
heart attack 
after a 
Ringgold 
Band 
rehearsal. He is buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, in 
Reading, Pennsylvania. Currently, only two of our 
current Ringgold band members played under his 
baton, but his legacy as a pioneer, composer, and 
educator influenced many musicians today.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cardin conducting the Ringgold Band during their Spring Anniversary Concert 
Current member Brian Hold is playing Snare Drum 

Source: Ringgold Band Archives 

Fred Cardin, with Walter Gier and Helen 
Albert Sousa 

Source: Ringgold Band Archives 

Fred Cardin, Director of the 
Ringgold Band 

Source: Ringgold Band 
Archives 
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Heard Around the Band Hall 

     Heidi Rochlin, Ringgold Band Trumpeter 

 

Everyone is probably familiar with the expression, “raised in a steamer trunk,”…well, the Rochlin 
family takes that to heart! All five of the Rochlin children have been dragged, for the majority of their early 
childhood years to concerts, gigs, parties, festivals and a myriad of other venues while Mom and Dad 
performed. Now that the Rochlin children are coming into their own, they are bursting onto the musical 
scene in a big way. The oldest Rochlin, Abigail, is planning to study Music Education in the fall at Moravian 
University in Bethlehem, with a concentration in voice. The second Rochlin, Ellen, recently starred in 
Antietam Musical Production’s spring musical, The Music Man. Ellen, as a sophomore, played the lead role 
of Marian the Librarian. Ellen also frequently performs at the Genesius Theatre, in Reading, and has won 
scholarships from the Reading Musical Foundation for her merit in the area of voice. Ellen hopes to pursue 
a degree in Musical Theatre from New York University. The third Rochlin, Rocky, who you’ve seen around 
the band hall in the 3rd clarinet section, is already an accomplished woodwind doubler at the age of 14. 
Rocky is in 8th grade, plays the clarinet and tenor sax, and is also a talented singer and actor.  Rocky most 
recently earned 3rd chair, 1st clarinet, in the Jr. County Band, and was also accepted into the orchestra. The 
fourth Rochlin, Karen, is no stranger to the stage (and the band room) at the age of 10. As a fourth grader, 
she is studying the violin and trombone, and has appeared in several musical productions on the stage of 
the Genesius Theatre and the Antietam School District. Finally, the youngest Rochlin, Reuben is turning out 
to be quite the powerhouse on the trumpet. Reuben wants to play trumpet in a Big Band, just like his Dad, 
when he grows up. All of the Rochlins perform together, weekly at church services at Reformation Lutheran 
in Exeter, and at productions and concerts throughout Berks County. The family that plays together, stays 
together! 
 

The Ringgold Band extends our appreciation to the following organizations for supporting us through grant 

funding: 
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Helping the Ringgold Band through the Internet and Amazon Smile! 

 

The Ringgold Band and Social Media: Keeping Up with Technology! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you purchase anything through Amazon? 
 

If so, you can help the Ringgold Band out simply by choosing them as your charity through the Amazon 
Smile Program. 
 

Customers first need to sign up to use Amazon Smile. They can complete this step by visiting 
smile.amazon.com and signing in with their Amazon credentials. Then, simply choose the Ringgold Band, and 
keep shopping. 
 

You shop like normal, and a small percentage of your purchase price is donated to the band at NO 
ADDITIONAL COST to you!  It’s a win/win situation for all, and the Ringgold Band greatly appreciates any 
support! 

With the new advances in technology, there are many new ways to stay connected to the Ringgold 
Band! 
  

We are striving to keep in touch with our audience through many means including Facebook, 
Twitter, and YouTube. 
  

We invite you to watch videos of live performances at our YOUTUBE channel: 
Link: http://www.youtube.com/channel/UC76Z1fr9Zjaq1PhfM80HHdw 
  

You can follow us or Like us on FACEBOOK for the latest Ringgold news updates. 
Link: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Ringgold-Band-Inc/190828694295651?ref=br_tf 

https://smile.amazon.com/
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UC76Z1fr9Zjaq1PhfM80HHdw
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UC76Z1fr9Zjaq1PhfM80HHdw
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Ringgold-Band-Inc/190828694295651?ref=br_tf
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Ringgold-Band-Inc/190828694295651?ref=br_tf
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The Ringgold Band is a family of musicians who enjoy performing concert band 

music. We are dedicated to continuously advancing the skill of our members while 

providing high quality entertainment for audiences throughout the region. We are 

committed to the education and 

development of young musicians in order to preserve our rich history and repertoire 

of concert band music. 

 

The band is funded by private and corporate donations and The Reading Musical 

Foundation, of which the Ringgold Band is an affiliate.  

 

The band encourages the cultivation of music among community youth. High school 

and college-age musicians are invited to rehearse with the band Monday evenings 

at 7:30 p.m. For more information about the band, visit us online at 

www.ringgoldband.com, or contact chuck.ebersole@ringgoldband.com. 

Ringgold Band News is published 
twice a year for members and 
supporters of the Ringgold Band, 
Inc. 
 
Send comments and story ideas 
to Cynthia.miller-
aungst@ringgoldband.com or 
mail to: 
 

Ringgold Band News 
3539-A Freemont St. 
Laureldale, PA 19605 
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Katelynn Humbles 
 
Contributors:  
Chuck Ebersole 
Doug Werner 
Al Rochlin 
Cynthia Miller-Aungst 
Blake Tobias Jr. 
Wendy Holt Schemhl 
Robert Anthony Jr. 
Tim Simmons 
Lewis Freeman, III 
Dr. Dennis Ritter 
Patricia Kline 
Heidi Rochlin 

http://www.ringgoldband.com/
mailto:Cynthia.miller-aungst@ringgoldband.com
mailto:Cynthia.miller-aungst@ringgoldband.com
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170TH ANNIVERSARY 

Spring Concert 
FEATURING 

Dave Kline, Entertainer and Songwriter 
And 

Ringgold Band Young Artist Award Winners 
Xadiel Benejan-Rodriguez, Alto Saxophone 

Brian Gambler, Xylophone 
And Pre-Concert music by 

The Ringgold New Horizons Band 

 
Sunday April 24th, 2022   3:00 pm 

 
Scottish Rite Cathedral 
310 South 7th Avenue 
Wyomissing, PA  19611 

 

✃ – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – 

 

TICKET ORDER FORM 
Tickets are $15 per person. 

 

Please send me ____ tickets @ $15.00 each for a total of $______________. 

 

Enclose check payable to “RINGGOLD BAND, INC.” 

 
Fill out your name and address below. Mail this form along with a check payable to “RINGGOLD BAND, INC.” using the 

address label provided (just cut it out and tape it to an envelope). Tickets will be mailed to you promptly. 

 

 

        MAILING LABEL 
PLEASE MAKE CHECK OR 

MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO 

“RINGGOLD BAND, INC.” 

 

SHIP TO: 

Name:     ________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________ 

                ________________________________________ 

                ________________________________________ 

Phone:   ________________________________________ 

Email:    ________________________________________ 

▢  Check box if you’d like to be added to our e-mail list. 

 

RINGGOLD BAND 
SPRING CONCERT TICKETS 

c/o Tim Simmons 

200 Ivy Lane 

Douglassville, PA 19518 


