
From Our Director
Chuck Ebersole, Musical Director

It's ironic that after waiting for our first
public performance since December of
2019, I have a chance to start a newsletter
article today, because the concert was
postponed: It's 50 degrees and
raining….on May 30! We have a full
summer of performances scheduled, with
a variety of music to please every member
of our audience! Tom Shade has blessed
us with two new arrangements: a Jimmy
Webb medley, featuring "Up, Up, and
Away," "By the Time I Get to Phoenix,"
and "MacArthur Park," and a collection of
tunes from "Sesame Street." Our great
nation has faced many trials since our last
performance in 2019, so we want to
recognize the resiliency and character of
the United States of America by featuring
music inspired by some of her past
adversities. Many concerts this season
will begin with an arrangement of the
"Star Spangled Banner" by Dr. Jack
Stamp. This version was composed by Dr.
Stamp as a response to the events of
September 11, 2001, which he subtitled
"A Love Song to Our Country." We will
also feature music from the Civil War and
World War II, again, as examples of times
when our nation survived great testing. As
I mentioned in another newsletter article,
Ringgold and the New Horizons Band lost
five members or former members during
the months in which we were not
rehearsing: Kim Kegerise, Clair Gross,
Lee Dickinson, Cliff Young, and George
Groff. These men will be honored
musically throughout the season. Our
programs this summer will also feature
favorites mentioned by band members
during their "Ringgold Rapid Responses"
interviews throughout the pandemic.

Listen for the
"First Suite
in Eb" by
Gustav Holst,
the movie
music of
John
Williams,
great
arrangements
of hymn
tunes, and
overtures like "The Thieving Magpie,"
"Zampa," and "William Tell" in our
programs! Of course, we won't forget
the marches of Monroe Althouse, Karl
King, Henry Fillmore, and John Philip
Sousa! Finally, I would be remiss if I
neglected to thank the many individuals
who helped to keep the Ringgold Band
moving through the past 15 months, to
the point that we are actually performing
live again. Our amazing Executive
Board, headed by President Doug
Werner, continued to meet monthly and
plan, even though the future was
uncertain. Thank you also to George
McBlane, Patty Kline, and Christa
Lagler, who spearheaded our on-line
presence through virtual performances
and YouTube videos of the band, and
developed a new Ringgold website.
And finally, thank you to the Restart
Committee, who's research and
insight brought us to this point. Check
out our concert schedule on the
website, and we'll see you this
summer!

Chuck Ebersole
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President’s Corner: Doug Werner, Ringgold Band President

Wow! What a difference a year has made. This past year has been quite an
experience. For me, in everything I do it has been a learning experience and as
president of the Ringgold Band, it has been a very challenging one. As it seems the
country is headed into much brighter and encouraging days, I am thankful that after a
62-week hiatus, the Ringgold Band has resumed rehearsals. Our first rehearsal was held
outdoors on May 17th at the Reading Liederkranz and it was inspiring to see 50
musicians in attendance. I spoke to several members afterwards that shared with me
that returning to rehearsal was a very emotional experience for them. I understand that
as spending nearly every Monday evening with the same group of musicians really
becomes a big part of your life. It was great to see the many faces of my fellow
musicians; the vast majority of whom I have not seen for over a year. I must admit,
there were times throughout the past year that I was not sure how we would ever get back to rehearsing, let alone
performing in public. As it turns out, we are excited to have numerous public playing engagements already on our
calendar. Personally, it brings me great joy that for the first time in over a year, I am back doing what I love; making
live music with fellow musicians. Perhaps. the most encouraging thing about resuming rehearsals is that the Ringgold
Band can get back to our purpose, performing music as a premier concert band. After a year of figuring out what and
how to do nearly everything differently, from meetings to virtual performances, to CD projects, to finally resuming
rehearsals, it is beginning to feel almost "normal". I remember recently saying to Chuck Ebersole regarding the past
year, "I hope this is all worth it once the baton drops", and thanks to all of you, I know it is.

Musically,

  Doug Werner

Photo by B Coughlin
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Doug Werner

Literally, there hasn't been anything heard around the band since March 2020 and
that has been devastating for all of us. However, thanks to our leadership from Doug
Werner, Chuck Ebersole and the board, we have been doing our best to communicate with
each other and our audience. Patricia Kline came up with the idea for our Ringgold Rapid
Response video series via Zoom. The same questions were asked of Ringgold Band
members and Ringgold New Horizons band members. Patty asked me to help out and she
patiently taught me virtually how to use the format. Between the two of us we interviewed
32 Ringgold members, 7 New Horizons members, 2 Ringgold Band Young Artist Award
winners, and a very special guest, Jari Villanueva. Jari is a former United States Air Force
Band musician who attends the East Coast Band Conference of the American Association
of Concert Bands that is usually held at our band hall. Jari is a very active trumpet and
bugle player who spends a lot of time promoting the Taps Across America program.
These short videos are available on our YouTube Channel at This Link. The joy of talking
to members even for a short time was wonderful. We hope that you will check them out
and learn a few things about our members.

We are all social beings. We need to connect with one another. Musicians need to be
able to collaborate with other musicians. Yes, technology enabled us to do that virtually but it certainly was not the
same. When we were notified that we would be able to have our first rehearsal, we were all overjoyed. I must admit
that as I walked toward the pavilion where we were to rehearse on a beautiful evening, seeing members setting up and
talking to one another, my eyes started to well up with grateful tears. We are back. We are making music. We have
concerts scheduled. Life is good and beginning to return to normal. 

Heard Around the Band Hall: Cynthia Miller-Aungst, Past President/Education Liaison

Cynthia Miller-Aungst

Cynthia Miller-Aungst

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKJy5usvzLLEqhOzdtA9d5w/videos


On March 16, 2020, my life as a music educator changed drastically when everything shut down due to the
pandemic. Teachers everywhere took a two-day crash course in learning the basics of how to teach remotely,
deliver content online only, and grabbed as many things out of their classroom to take home to start teaching
Monday.

As an educator who teaches beginning 5th and 6th grade instrumental band lessons, I usually model
everything with my students and play-along with them to give them guidance on a good sound. So, I quickly put a
set of teaching instruments in the trunk of my car, grabbed a few scores and band songs, a few method books, and
a bag of things like oil, cork grease, tools, reeds, mouthpieces, sanitizer, et cetera.

I felt pretty confident in March since I had already established a YouTube channel two years prior that had
over 200 video tutorials on the material we cover in a year, and had my students use the online platform of
Schoology to submit their Band Karate performances.

Stuck at home, alone, with no family, I was more than willing to give extra time to help out my students
with individual private lessons, in addition to their normal asynchronous work and ensemble time. I helped
colleagues navigate the world of YouTube, Google Slides, Screencastify, and Wevideo. As the Spring months
passed, I was online almost 24/7 and had to learn to log off and set limits for parents and students as to when
emails and questions will be answered.

The biggest obstacle for delivering music instruction online through platforms like Zoom and Google Meet
was the lag time dependent on Internet speeds. It was impossible for more than one person to have their
microphone on at one time. Trying to play together live just became noise and not beneficial to learning. The norm
became: the teacher’s microphone is live and you are playing your instrument to a sea of complete silence, and
sometimes a completely blank screen. Getting kids to understand they must have their camera on so their teachers
can see fingerings, posture, and embouchure became essential since we could only hear them those brief moments
when they unmuted their microphones.

Another obstacle was being kicked off the Internet during a live class. Students would often get kicked out
and then had to try and log back in. Once, during a band rehearsal with 40 students, I got kicked off myself, and
my computer completely shut down. So, I frantically logged back in on my phone. Three minutes later, my phone

completely shut down, and I was kicked off a
second time. Grabbing my old laptop I logged back
in a third time, and told my students if I get kicked
off one more time with ten minutes to go, class is
over. They all laughed, because the same thing had
happened to all of them many times. Guess what? I
got kicked off a fourth time, sigh. Learning to deal
with frustration was an issue that all families had
to deal with during the pandemic.

When school returned in August, we were
still completely virtual. Classes were live instead
of asynchronous, and lessons were in small group
lessons with one group ensemble at the end of the
day. My cat Maestro became the ultimate Zoom
bomber, and my students loved to see me hold
him. My cat is 21 years old and really became
attached to me during all these months of
quarantine.

I was still working from my home “office”
which was in the middle of my living room. I still
had to use a small 13” MacBook Air to host
Zoom/Google Meet classes and also share the sheet
music and learning material on my screen. This

Patricia Kline with Maestro the Zoom Bombing Cat
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The Pandemic and Music Education: My Personal Journey
By Patricia Kline, Historian



became increasingly more difficult, so I set up my personal laptop to pull up the music and used the school laptop
just for the video conferencing. I began to get serious eye strain and constant blurry vision, and migraines. Blue
light filter glasses did not help enough to solve the problem. I found a website called “Two Screens for Teachers”
that did fundraising to purchase teachers a large monitor. I applied for it in March and in October I received
notification that I would receive one! This really helped reduce eyestrain, and physically I felt a lot better.

In October our school district moved to a hybrid schedule where students would come into the schools for a
half day AM or PM to receive their ELA (English & Language Arts) and Math instruction. At home they would
receive the rest of their subjects including band lessons. All special area teachers including myself literally taught
in an empty classroom over Zoom using our small laptop to students when they were at home. After two months,
the district supplied us with a monitor. I set up my donated monitor at home and kept the school one in my
classroom. By this time, I had 2 distinct teaching areas, one at home in my jewelry home business room, and one at
school. Several times this year we had to suddenly teach from home, when the number of positive COVID cases in
our building became too high. We also taught at home during bad weather days.

In March, our district decided to move to fully in person or fully virtual. Now I had to deal with CDC
recommendations for band instruction which meant chairs and stands 6 feet apart, and trombones had 10 feet
requirements, as well as having to order, distribute and teach my students how to wear a musician mask, and have
their instrument bells covered with a bell
cover. This was quite an ordeal for 10-12-
year-old students, and was quite awkward and
cumbersome. It also led to very hilarious
moments. The saxophones, and trombones,
had the most difficult time trying to get their
mouthpiece through the side slit without
having their mask fall off or hit anything. I
told my students if they wanted to go viral on
Tik-Tok, just record themselves trying to put
on their music PPE and play their instrument.

Even though we were back full time, a
third of my band was doing school fully
virtually. I separated them when possible, but
oftentimes, I had a hybrid class of teaching
live in person and virtually on Zoom
simultaneously, often with a mixed
instrument group. In between classes I had to
use Clorox wipes, and at the end of the day
spray Virex on every surface in my band
room. In April, we finally tried ensemble
time, outside when possible, and in the
cafeteria, where it was every other desk, or
three desks in the case of trombones.

There were many downsides to teaching in a pandemic, the greatest one was not being able to rehearse or
perform as a live group for the vast majority of the school year. Emphasis was on individual musical skills, and
less on traditional band literature. Another major setback was the lack of substitutes in the schools. As a result,
teachers with pull-out schedules, like band, strings, reading intervention, and ESL became classroom substitutes on
a regular basis. In the last 44 days of school band lessons were partially or fully canceled 22 days because I had to
serve as a general education classroom teacher. This clearly was unfair to my students. It became the norm to ask
upon arrival, “Do I have a lesson today?” Oftentimes, I was not notified about being a substitute until three to five
minutes before that class began and then had to scramble and email all my students a possible make-up time, or
cancellation altogether. It became a huge burden on me and my students to make musical progress in ensembles.

Teaching stations during pandemic
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The Pandemic and Music Education: My Personal Journey
(Continued)



There were some positives that came out of teaching in the pandemic. Music educators worldwide started
collaborating together, sharing lessons and technology tips that worked for them. Thousands flocked to FaceBook
in groups like Music Educators Resources Online, and Beginning Band Directors Group to brainstorm and also
share lesson plans, resources, presentations, videos, tutorials, free compositions, and recordings that would not
break copyright rules. Students became self-directed and were allowed to do things at their own learning pace.
More time was spent on music fundamentals and creating their best sound.

The truth is music education took a huge beating during the pandemic. More than any other subject, we had
the greatest obstacles to overcome. We may have been down, but we were never out. My students who successfully
completed the year have learned patience, compassion, resilience, intrinsic motivation, self-advocacy, flexibility,
and shared a true passion for their instrument regardless of their musical achievement level. They improved on
intonation, fingering dexterity, musical terminology, problem-solving, and appreciation of the arts. We connected
on a more emotional level this year and I felt I knew the personal lives of my students far more than any other year
in the 26 years I have taught band.

The pandemic taught me a lot about myself and my students. It forced me to take a step back and ask what
is really important to teach about music? My answer was simple: Music connects us. As a result, I tried many new
things, and taught in many innovative, creative ways that would have not happened if we were not quarantined
during the pandemic.

This was the LONGEST year of my teaching career. I felt so much emotional stress, and physical stress,
living in fear of catching a deadly disease. So much devastation in the lives lost. I know I doubted my own abilities
to inspire my students during these tumultuous times. Two weeks prior to the end of the year, I learned that I was
being moved into a general music position
at the same school as they downsized. To
know that I would not be able to finish this
band journey with my beginners next year
truly devastated me. Band is all I ever
taught.

Then I received an email from a
former student who was a Senior in my
school district, Meghan Snelling. Meghan
will be studying Music Education at Penn
State this Fall, and was a 2021 Ringgold
Band Young Artist Award Scholarship
Winner this year. For one of her
scholarships, she had to write an essay
about a teacher who made a difference in
her lives and she chose me. She chose to
write about an experience where she
bombed an audition, and what words I
spoke afterwards to inspire her. She went
on to write about opportunities I gave her
to shine as a musician, to encourage and
ignite her passion for flute and for music.
As I read her essay, the beautiful words
were a huge balm to my soul. I have made
a difference in the lives of my students and I will continue to share my passion for music with those around me.

Music is alive and well my friends. We came out of the pandemic darkness with a newfound sense of
determination, joy, and appreciation. I survived the hardest year of teaching, and became a better teacher, better
musician, and a better human being. I look forward to a great summer performing with the Ringgold Band and
spending time with my family and friends.

Patricia Kline: The faces of the pandemic
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The Pandemic and Music Education: My Personal Journey
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Ringgold Band Young Artist Award Winners
Cynthia Miller-Aungst, Past President/Education Liaison

The Ringgold Band Young Artist Award is given to the winners of our annual audition. The audition is open
to Berks County high school seniors who plan to continue playing in a band at the college level or in the military.
The audition consists of playing a solo, sight-reading, and talking to the panel of judges about their musical
experiences. The top winner is awarded a $1,000 scholarship and the opportunity to solo with the band at our
annual anniversary concert in the spring. Other winners are awarded a scholarship and opportunity to solo with us
during our summer concert season. This is one of our favorite youth initiatives because we are always amazed at
the level of musicianship and overall maturity that we see in these young musicians. Unfortunately, due to the
pandemic, we were unable to feature our winners in our 2021 season, but their awards were given. We
thoroughly enjoyed meeting these talented young musicians and would like to feature them in this issue along
with the hope that we will be able to feature them in concerts in the future.

 Eliza Karpiak, a flutist from Boyertown High School, is
our top winner. She will be a freshman in the Fall of 2021,
studying flute with Tara O'Connor in Bard College
Conservatory. Her past teachers include Jeffrey Khaner and
Dr. Lynne Cooksey. Throughout 2019 and 2020, she
attended several camps and played in several master classes
for Leone Buyse, Ransom Wilson, Keith Underwood and
others. She participated in the Flute Center of Greater
Philadelphia's Senior High School division flute competition
in 2019 and 2020, and placed 3rd and 2nd, respectively.
Eliza was a member of several youth orchestras, most
notably Philadelphia Young Artists Orchestra and
Philadelphia Youth Orchestra. In addition to being actively
involved in orchestras, Eliza and her brother co-founded
Appassionata Ensemble, which had several recitals in a
local nursing home. Outside of playing flute, Eliza has
composed several pieces for various types of ensembles.
She also plays piano and has begun studying the organ.

Emerson Gagnon, an oboist from Wyomissing,
is our next winner. She is a senior at Wyomissing
Area High School where she participates in band,
chorus, orchestra, Camerata, Chorale and orchestra
small ensemble. She qualified for the 2021
Pennsylvania State Wind Ensemble as an oboe 1
and previously performed with the Reading
Symphony Youth Orchestra, Berks Sinfonietta, and
the Wilson High School musical pit orchestra.
Emerson will be attending Lebanon Valley College
in the fall and plans on completing their five-year
Speech and Language accelerated program while
continuing to participate in music ensembles. She
would like to thank her private oboe teacher,
Kirstin Myers, along with her Wyomissing Band
and Orchestra teachers Cathryn Barra, Douglas
Shuey, and Jessica Godek.
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Eliza Karpiak

Emerson Gagnon



Ringgold Band Young Artist Award Winners (cond.)
 Meghan Snelling, a flutist from Exeter High School, is

our next winner. She is a student of Catherine Fronheiser.
Megan has served as drum major of the marching band for
two years. She plays in various ensembles on flute, bassoon,
alto and baritone saxophone while also accompanying the
choirs. Meghan will be attending Penn State University in
the fall to study Music Education with a focus on flute and
hopefully become a member of the Blue Band. She hopes to
become a band director at the high school or collegiate
level.

Meghan Snelling
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Member Spotlight: Carole Schwanger
 Carole Schwanger retired from 47 years of college

teaching in August, 2020. 45 of those years were at
Alvernia College/ University, and she was chair of the
Alvernia arts department for about 25 of those years.
During her early years in Reading, she also taught at
Kutztown University Lab school, and played with the
Ringgold as a sub. Additionally, Carole taught lessons in
three studios, Jimmy Michael, Sharman, and Eckert Bros.,
and then a home studio with as many as 40 woodwind
students per week, until family and other music group
commitments took up her time. Coming back to Ringgold
was a real pleasure for her, and it was due to Jim Seidel,
whom she hired as band director at Alvernia. Jim was able
to get the New Horizons band going well partly because
they rehearsed at Alvernia and some students could join in.
After Jim came Kurt Schneiderhan, who kept the Alvernia
instrumental program going well , until Covid-19, that is!
Higher ed, as well as all organized education, has gone through some very difficult times recently.
Carole is very happy to be retired, and looking forward to spending more time with her nine
grandchildren. Her husband, Vern, the best "live sound" man in the area for 50 years, is
downsizing his business, too.

Carole Schwanger



Schaich, Ringgold and Sousa by Wendy Holt Schmehl, Ass’t. Historian

Who was Samuel Schaich? What were his connections to Ringgold and Sousa?
Born in Reading in 1851(?), Samuel Saul Schaich played clarinet with the Ringgold Band during

the first forty years after the band was organized in 1852. He can be seen on several early photos of
the band that were taken between 1870 and 1891. He is listed on concert rosters prior to 1892. A
monument dedication program from May 12, 1891 lists a "clarionet duo by Mssrs. Breedy and
Schaich." No doubt he would have been a soloist with Ringgold.

In 1892, he joined John Philip Sousa's newly formed band on
their first concert tour. He was an active member of Sousa's
Band for twenty-five years until 1917. He accompanied the
band on several world tours. A photo of Samuel Schaich
wearing his Sousa Band uniform is part of the Ringgold
archives. 

As a professional musician, he was a music teacher. He
taught at the Hill School in Pottstown; and he also taught private
lessons in both clarinet and saxophone at his home. He became
a member of the faculty at the Broad Street Conservatory of
Music in Philadelphia; this appointment was noted in the
Reading Times in September 1903. He was also a composer. An
article in the Reading Times in 1894 mentions him donating his
"Grand Army of the Republic Patrol" to the Ringgold Band. Mr.
Schaich was also proficient on the saxophone. While a member
of Sousa's clarinet section, he was also a member of Sousa's Saxophone Quartette. The quartette,
where he played alto sax, was formed at the turn of the century (1899-1901.) This group was later
known as the American Saxophone Quartette. During its early years, all of the players were members
of Sousa's Band.

During his tenure with Sousa's Band, Mr. Schaich returned to Reading as a member of the
American Saxophone Quartette
for a concert with Ringgold. The
Quartette performed 3 numbers
by Verdi, Wagner, and Rossini as
part of the Ringgold concert
which was held at the Academy
of Music on December 3, 1906.
The Quartette at that time
consisted of William F.
Schensley, who was the manager
of the group, Samuel Schaich,
Albert Knecht and Frederick
Becker - all of them members of
Sousa's Band. It was probably
during this occasion that
Ringgold received several

pictures of the Quartette. Note that the photo on the left shows the players wearing Sousa Band
uniforms; while the other photo shows traditional attire worn by small classical ensembles at that
time. (No jeans or T-shirts.) 

“From S Schaich, Sousa’s Band”
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Schaich, Ringgold and Sousa, cond.
In addition to the photo of Mr. Schaich wearing his Sousa Band uniform, we also have two

other personal items in the Ringgold archives. One is a wooden frame with the "B flat clarinet
used by Samuel Schaich in the Ringgold Band before joining Sousa's Band circa 1892.

Presented to the Pottstown Band on
March 23, 1913."This particular item
might have become part of the
Ringgold archives when the Pottstown
Band disbanded in the mid 1980s.

The third item in the Ringgold
Archives that is associated with
Samuel Schaich is an autographed
photo of John Philip Sousa. It is a
studio photo of Sousa which shows
him seated in a chair. This particular
portrait is not commonly seen in books
about Sousa. The photo is inscribed
"to Samuel Schaich from John Philip
Sousa 1908." We are wondering if this
might be a special photo that was
given to members of Sousa's band??

Samuel Schaich's 1939 obituary
mentions his membership in five bands
in addition to John Philip Sousa's Band
- Allentown, Emmaus (?), Lehigh
County (?), Pottstown, and Ringgold .
We have been able to verify the
Pottstown and Ringgold Band
memberships. He was living in
Pottstown from approximately 1909
until his death on April 20, 1939. He
returned to Reading one final time
when he was buried in the Trinity
Lutheran Cemetery.

Sources consulted for this article
include newspapers.com and The
Incredible Band of John Philip Sousa,
by Paul Bierley.
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Helping the Ringgold Band through the Internet!
Did you know you can help financially support the band just by changing your search engine? The Ringgold Band is proud to

announce we are listed on Goodsearch and IGIVE.
Goodsearch donates money to your favorite cause when you search the Internet, shop online or dine out at local restaurants!

Use Goodsearch to search the Internet and they donate a penny per search to the Ringgold Band. Register your credit cards on
Goodswipe, and the Ringgold band will receive up to 5% donation on purchases made at local stores and restaurants around
town. Use Goodshop or iGive when you shop online and they donate a percentage of every purchase and offer over 100,000 cou-
pons to help you save money too! Sign up for their Gooddining program and they'll donate a percentage of your restaurant bill
when you eat at any one of thousands of participating restaurants. It's really easy; it's free, and turns simple everyday actions into
a way to make the world a better place. Please go to www.goodsearch.com to get started and select the Ringgold Band as your
charity of choice! We have always enjoyed the strong support of our loyal followers, and ask you to consider helping us out in
this painless way at no cost to you!
Here’s how to help us on your mobile devices:

FOR ANDROID DEVICES
 1. Visit www.goodsearch.com on your mobile device & select the menu icon (3 horizontal dots)

 2. Bookmark the page by clicking the star & editing the details
 3. Go back to the menu icon & access saved bookmarks
 4. Select and hold Dailygood bookmark
 5. Select “Add to home screen”
 6. Select “Ringgold Band Inc” as your charity of choice.

For iPhone, iPads:
 1. Visit www.goodsearch.com on your mobile device and hit the share icon at the bottom

 2. Select “Add to Home Screen”
 3. When displayed the site name, click “Add”
 4. Easily search and earn donations by using the icon on your mobile home screen!
 5. Select “Ringgold Band Inc” as your charity of choice.

We thank you for your continued patronage and appreciate sharing our musical talents with you!

The Ringgold Band and Social Media: Keeping Up with Technology!

With the new advances in technology there are many new ways to stay connected to the Ringgold
Band! We are striving to keep in touch with our audience through many means including Facebook,
Twitter, You Tube and Instagram! Click the links below to connect with us!

Facebook YouTube Twitter Instagram

(Icons made by Freepik from www.flaticon.com)
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKJy5usvzLLEqhOzdtA9d5w
https://twitter.com/ringgoldbandinc
https://www.instagram.com/ringgoldband1852/
https://www.facebook.com/Ringgold-Band-Inc-190828694295651/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKJy5usvzLLEqhOzdtA9d5w
https://twitter.com/ringgoldbandinc
https://www.instagram.com/ringgoldband1852/
https://www.freepik.com/
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