
From Our Director
Chuck Ebersole, Musical Director

I enjoy listening to Charles Stanley.
Dr. Stanley is the 88-year-old Pastor
Emeritus at First Baptist Church in
Atlanta. Recently, he was reflecting on
the pandemic and offered this thought:
When we look back on 2020 and the
months or years following it, what will we
see in how we handled this time of our
lives, and what will we have learned from
it? In other words, how will living
through Covid-19 and the other events of
this year make me a better person? Can I
learn to be more kind and focused on
others instead of sinking into bitterness?
How will I productively use this extra
time that has been given me?

While writing this article, I am
listening to a performance of von Suppe's
"Light Cavalry Overture" by the Ringgold
Band. It is part of a two-cd set entitled "A
Ringgold Collection," and is our gift to
the people in and around Berks County.
These cd's will be distributed free of
charge to the retirement communities in
the area and will be available to anyone
who is interested in the historic Ringgold
Band! The recordings include
performances from the past 25 years and
feature concert numbers, some of our
wonderful guest soloists, and solos by our
own fine vocalists and instrumentalists.

We also have another project for the
holidays, entitled "A Ringgold
Christmas," available as a YouTube
concert near the beginning of December.
Many of you saw our virtual presentation
of John Philip Sousa's "King Cotton"
march this past summer.

As part of our Christmas "concert"
we'll have a new virtual band performance
and video recordings of several solos and

ensembles featuring Ringgold Band
members. In addition, the entire band
will be featured in live recordings from
the past few years. Information on how
to view the video will be made public as
soon as it is available. Please join us in
this celebration of the Christmas season!
Thanks to Jim Seidel and all the
performers, past and present, who made
these two projects possible.

In conclusion, I would like to honor
five New Horizons and Ringgold Band
members who passed away this year.
Lee Dickinson played trumpet for New
Horizons, loved music and was always
happy to play whatever part was needed.
Cliff Young was a trombone player with
a great smile.  He was a lifelong
musician, and in addition to New
Horizons, also played for the Reading
Philharmonic.  We are also saddened by
the loss of three Ringgold members:
Clair Gross - tuba, George Groff -
trumpet, and Kim Kegerise - French
Horn.  Clair was a wonderful musician
and teacher, having played with the band
for many years until his resignation in
1985.  In addition to Ringgold, Clair
was principal tuba with the Reading
Symphony Orchestra.  George loved
playing trumpet, was a member of New
Horizons and played with Ringgold for
20 years until 2016.  Kim was a current
member of our horn section and a retired
member of the U.S. Army Bands.  He
can be seen and heard on the above
video of "King Cotton."   We are truly
blessed to have known this quintet of
fine gentlemen.

May your holiday season be filled
with joy and peace.

Chuck Ebersole
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President’s Corner:  Doug Werner, Ringgold Band President

When I wrote the President's Corner for our past spring newsletter, I never imagined that
our country and society would still find itself amid an international pandemic as I prepare this
message. In the spring of this year, the band was already making decisions to cancel events and
rehearsals, but to me it truly felt "short term". I was focusing on moving my office workspace
to my dining room table where I thought I would work remotely for several weeks, or maybe a
month or two, tops. Now more than seven months later, I never thought I would still find
myself working remotely and sharing our extended dining room table with my wife Chris who
is also working remotely. Thankfully, after 40 years of marriage, I still feel that I could not
have a better office mate.

I never thought that the year 2020 would turn out so… well, terrible. I never expected the
Ringgold Band's entire schedule for 2020 would be either postponed or canceled. I never
thought we would need to abandon an entire year of weekly rehearsals, and I never thought
every aspect of life would be as challenging, and at times scary, as it is.

But then again, maybe everything is not as terrible as it seems. I also never thought I would be involved with a group of
musicians that would be devoted and flexible enough to put together a virtual band performance of Sousa's King Cotton March
and have it uploaded and shared on YouTube. That effort was largely the work of tubist and audio/visual production specialist
George McBlane, and the entire band is thankful to have his expertise among us. I never thought we would have the creative
members that would put together a successful video series "Ringgold Rapid Response" to introduce our members to our
followers. I never thought we could be flexible enough to adjust to holding our regular monthly board meetings virtually via
Zoom. And, I never thought of how much I would exceedingly long for the day when we are all back at those weekly rehearsals,
making music together, and looking back at the year 2020 and hoping we never have to do this again.

Looking forward to more normal times.
Musically,

  Doug Werner

Photo by B Coughlin
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Where were you when…? That is going to be the big question after we are out of this pandem-
ic. Well, I was with four women in South Africa and we had quite an exciting time, not only in
Africa, but also getting back home.

We left on March 10th, knowing about the spreading virus, but also knowing that there
were no cases where we were headed. Perhaps our first clue that things may get bad should
have been the fact that the guide we hired to tour Johannesburg was hesitant to be near us be-
cause we were from the U.S. We did not see anyone wearing masks or distancing as we
toured. We flew to Victoria Falls and traveled by bus to Hwange National Park in Zimbabwe
on March 14th, where our travel company had a private camp (and no WIFI). We slept in tents
and ate in an open air common area. We traveled in jeeps through the countryside, visited a
grocery store, a village, and a school and were amazed at the beauty of the bush and the chal-
lenges of the lifestyle. We were to visit three more camps in Zambia and Botswana before the
end of the tour but COVID exploded. When we came out of our “bubble” of no WIFI on March 17th, we discovered
that countries were closing their borders. At this point we were in Victoria Falls and plans for the rest of the trip
seemed to change hourly.

Fortunately we had the opportunity to see the breathtaking falls and explore the town while waiting to find out
how we would get home. Finally, we were told that we would be flying home on March 20th. We thought that we
would be following the same travel arrangements that we had originally booked – Victoria Falls to Johannesburg to
Atlanta to Newark. Two hours before we were to leave we found out that we had to travel to Livingston, Zambia to get
a flight to Johannesburg, Then from Johannesburg to Istanbul, and finally Istanbul to Kennedy in NYC.

The most frightening part of that experience was standing in line in the Johannesburg airport for our boarding
passes in huge crowds, watching people desperate to find flights home. After 20 hours in the air, we arrived at Kenne-
dy on March 21st exhausted but grateful to be home. No official at Kennedy took our temperature or told us to quaran-
tine. However, we all did so. One of my travel mates did come home with the virus, but she has recovered and is doing
well. Would I do it again? I absolutely would. My travel mates and I are anxiously awaiting an end to the pandemic so
that we can return and finish our trip.

Heard Around the Band Hall: Cynthia Miller-Aungst, Past President/Education Liaison

Cynthia Miller-Aungst

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cprNsL5TLpk
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=ringgold+rapid+response


A Proper Farewell: In Memoriam
By Patricia Kline, Ringgold Band Historian and Webmaster

During the 2020 pandemic and quarantine, the Ringgold Band and Ringgold New Horizons Band lost several
band members. We would like to take a moment to remember these fine musicians as a symbol of respect and
friendship.

George R. Groff

George R. Groff, 90, passed away on September 6, 2020. He
was born on November 30, 1929, to Walter and Esther (Helder)
Groff in Reading, PA. A 1947 graduate of Shillington High
School, his musical journey began at age 12 where he received
trumpet lessons at Zeswitz on 9th and Penn Avenue. After
graduation, George enlisted in the United States Air Force and
served from June 1948 to June 1952 as an Instrumentalist Staff
Sergeant playing French Horn for the 521st Air Force Band at
F.E. Warren AF Base in Wyoming with an honorable discharge.

George earned a Bachelor's Degree in Music from West
Chester State Teachers College in 1957 and worked as a middle
school Music/English teacher at Pottstown School District
before retiring in the 1970s. During this time George shared his
passion for teaching with his second wife, Rena Hunsberger.

During retirement, George enjoyed his travels throughout all
50 states, Europe, Africa, Korea, Thailand, Singapore, Hong
Kong, and Bali. During this time he returned to the trumpet and
joined several bands including the Ringgold Band, Reading
Philharmonic Orchestra, and Exeter Community Band where he
met and married his third wife, Susan Curtis. George and Susan
became inseparable for the next six years playing in bands
together, traveling, and loving life and each other until his death.

Interment with Military Honors rendered by the United States Air Force Honor Guard was held at Fort
Indiantown Gap National Cemetery on Monday, September 14, 2020.

Clair E. Gross

Clair E. Gross, 82, passed away on 9/2/2020. Born in Reading, he was the
son of the late Claire Gross and Naomi Lillis Gross, and was the beloved
husband of the late Ruth (Angstadt) Gross. A graduate of Reading High
School in 1955, Clair earned a B.S. and Masters in Music Education at West
Chester State College (University). Clair worked as an instrumental Music
Teacher at Southern Junior High School, Reading, PA for 30 years, until 1992,
and served as Assistant Director of the Reading High School Marching Band
for four years (1964-68).

Clair, a Ringgold Band member for 20 years, loved to play his tuba and
did so in numerous organizations, including Pottstown Symphony Orchestra,
Reading Symphony Orchestra, Reading Pops Orchestra, and was a founding
member of the Reading Brass Quintet (16 years). Besides his vast musical
interests, Clair also loved to travel all around the world. He was a great fan of
railroads, specifically the steam locomotive, and was a member of the Reading
Company Technical Historical Society.

George R. Groff

Page 3                                         Ringgold Band News, Fall, 2020

Clair E. Gross



Kim R. Kegerise
Kim Randall Kegerise, 66, of Reinholds, passed away at home on

July 16, 2020. Born March 31, 1954 in Ephrata, PA to Evelyn G
Kegerise and the late W. Randall Kegerise, he was an Active/Reserve
member of the United States Army Band. Kim obtained the rank of Staff
Sergeant E6 before retirement after 30 years in 2014. Kim earned a B.A.
in Music from Lebanon Valley College and was proficient in trumpet
and horn.

Kim proudly served as an active member of the Womelsdorf
Masonic Lodge #307 and a past member of the EphrataLodge #665. He
received the Meritorious Service Award (MSA) from the Reading
Scottish Rite. He was in line to become a Sovereign Prince in that
organization and was a member of the Lancaster Lodge of Perfection.

For the past few years, Kim shared the principal horn position with
the Ringgold Band, as well as performed with the Rajah Shrine Concert
Band, German Band, and Legion of Honor. A few weeks before his
death he participated in the Ringgold Rapid Response Video Series and
Ringgold's first virtual performance of the King Cotton March and

attributed his passion for music to his mother, Evelyn. A graveside
service was held at Indiantown Gap National Cemetery.

Leon S. Dickinson
Leon S. Dickinson, 87 of Spring Township, passed away on Wednesday,

March 18, 2020 and was predeceased by his wife, Janet Ann (Behrle) Dickinson.
Born in Leesport, in 1933, he was a son of the late Irvin and Sarah (Gicker)
Dickinson. A 1950 graduate of Reading High School, Leon was a charter
member of the Reading Buccaneers and a member of the Ringgold New Horizon
Band.

Prior to retirement, Leon was a co-owner and operator of Dickinson Crane.
He and his wife also were former owners of the Blue Rocks Campground. Leon
also served in the Coast Guard Auxiliary when he lived in Florida. He and his
wife loved to travel and visited the majority of the states in the continental US.

Cliff Young
Cliff Young, 69, of Muhlenberg Twp., passed away on

January 14, 2020 at his residence. He was the husband of
Lois R. (Leidy) Young. They celebrated 50 years of marriage.
Born in West Reading, he was the son of the late Thomas C.
Young, Sr. and Rae Fern (Bender) Young. Cliff was the
owner and operator of Young's Electronics for 25 years,
retiring in 2013. He was a member and supporter of the
Reading Philharmonic Orchestra, and a charter member of
The Ringgold New Horizons Band. 

Leon S. Dickinson

 In Memoriam, con’d.

Kim R. Kegerise

Cliff Young
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Ringgold Band Young Artist Award Winners
Cynthia Miller-Aungst, Past President/Education Liaison

The Ringgold Band Young Artist Award is given to the winners of our annual audition. The audition is open
to Berks County high school seniors who plan to continue playing in a band at the college level or in the military.
The audition consists of playing a solo, sight reading a march, and talking to the panel of judges about their
musical experiences. The top winner is
awarded a $1000.00 scholarship and the
opportunity to solo with the band at our annual
anniversary concert in the spring. Other
winners are awarded a scholarship and
opportunity to solo with us during our summer
concert season. This is one of our favorite
youth initiatives because we are always
amazed at the level of musicianship and over
all maturity that we see in these young
musicians. Unfortunately, due to the pandemic
we were unable to feature our winners in our
2020 season but their awards were given. We
would like to feature them in this issue along
with the hope that we will be able to feature
them in concerts in the future.

Evelyn Gerhart, a flutist from Boyertown High School was our top winner. She studied flute with Susanna
Loewy from Kutztown University and was a member of the Philadelphia Sinfonia for five years. Her resume
includes participation in many PMEA festivals including the NAFME All Eastern Orchestra and All-National
Concert Band and summer programs at Kinhaven, Interlochen, and Curtis. Evelyn was also a Girl Scout, studied
voice and participated in a number of ensembles in school and community.  She is currently studying flute
performance at DePaul University in Chicago. We wish her the very best and hope that we will be able to work
with her when restrictions are lifted. You can learn more about Evelyn by watching my interview with her in our

Ringgold Rapid Response Video Series on our YouTube Channel at
Ringgold Rapid Responses: Evelyn Gerhart.

Isaiah Ebersole, a trombonist from Mohnton, is our next winner.
Isaiah participated in musical ensembles at Governor Mifflin High
School, was home schooled and graduated from Light House
Christian Academy. He studied with Steve Shiffer from Millersville
University and participated in County, District, Regional, and State
PMEA festivals. In addition, Isaiah was a member of the Reading
Symphony Youth Orchestra, and the Lancaster Allegretto
Orchestra.

Isaiah is currently studying music education at Penn State
University. Currently most of his classes are virtual except the
music ensembles. He is in the symphonic band which is split into 5
groups and the trombone ensemble which is allowed to meet all
together. According to Isaiah, “Despite Covid messing everything
up, I’m doing well. I’ve made friends despite the restrictions, and
I’m still studying about music and enjoying every second of it.”
That is certainly what we like to hear. We also look forward to
working with Isaiah when restrictions are lifted. You can also learn
more about Isaiah by watching my interview with him in our
Ringgold Rapid Response Video Series on our YouTube Channel at
Ringgold Rapid Responses: Isaiah Ebersole.

Evelyn Gerhart

Isaiah Ebersole
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Brian Holt:
A Reflection of his Musical Career and Memories with the Ringgold Band

Brian Holt has been a member of the Ringgold Band since 1958. A
lifetime Berks County Resident, Brian graduated from Wilson High School.
During his childhood Brian watched many summer concerts with his parents
and grandparents. Sisters Wendy, Emily and Linda are also musicians. Wendy
is also a Ringgold Band Member.

During his high school years Brian participated in the PMEA County,
District, and State Band Festivals. A fond memory is a trip to a Cities Band of
America radio Broadcast in New York City.

At age 12, Brian began lessons with George Haller. In 1957 Buster
Haller, bass drummer for the Ringgold Band, came to his lesson looking for a
drummer. George said, “let’s give this kid a try”. Brian attended rehearsals
with the band and learned from Buster Haller and Edgar McNear. He was
competing against another potential member. His sense of style and
musicianship made Brian the better choice. Brian played his first OFFICIAL
Ringgold Band concert in 1958.

In the 1960s Brian enrolled in the United States Navy and graduated
from the Naval School of Music. He performed around the world with several

Naval bands and jazz combos on drum set. Highlights include a Mediterranean concert cruise and playing for the
reception that honored President John F. Kennedy in Costa Rica. During
his Navy years Brian would schedule his leave time to perform with the
Ringgold Band a few times a year.

In 1965, Brian returned to the Ringgold Band full time under the direction of Walter Gier. During this time,
Brian also met Wes Fisher, a man whose connections resulted in Brian playing with the Reading Symphony
Orchestra for 32 years, The Reading Pops Orchestra (still in 2020), and the Berks Grand Opera Orchestra. Brian
brought the idea of using a drum set into the Reading Pops Orchestra.

Brian’s expertise in bass drum technique is well-known throughout the musical community. The cymbals
are attached to the bass drum, and the percussionists play both the cymbal and bass drum parts simultaneously. This
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Brian, right, in Pisa, ItalyBrian on drum set with  jazz combo



technique has been passed down and taught to the
percussionists in the Ringgold Band. Brian learned it
from Buster and George Haller along with fellow band
members Terry Heilman. They have since taught it to
current Ringgold band members and percussion
students across the nation.

During his time with the Ringgold Band Brian
worked closely with fellow percussionist Terry
Heilman. Both He and Terry also played with the
Pottstown Band and Allentown Band. For 20 years,
Terry and Brian juggled their time between both the
Allentown and Ringgold Bands. During this time
period Both Terry and Brian met Keith Brion who was
forming a group that would play concerts in the style of
Sousa, called “Keith Brion and His New Sousa Band”.
Terry and Brian juggled their time between the

Ringgold Band, Allentown Band, and the New Sousa Band.
After a few years, Brian recruited new Ringgold member
Dave Myers to join Keith Brion and His New Sousa Band.
Together they have performed with both groups for several
decades. Brian also recruited Ringgold band Director
Emeritus, Jim Seidel, to perform with this group from time to
time.

Brian is also involved with several other groups
including: The New Columbian Brass Band, Windjammers
Convention Bands, Williamsburg Consort, Lancaster British
Brass Band, Rajah Shrine Band, Keystone Band, and
Perseverance Band just to name a few. In his early years he
also played with the Cadet Band. Wherever Sousa music and
circus marches are performed, Brian is eager to join in the
music!

Despite all his other activities the Ringgold Band is

where Brian’s extensive knowledge influences the next
generation since 1957. In 2009, Brian was awarded The
Ringgold Band Lifetime Membership at our dinner
concert. The award was presented by Dave Myers and
Jim Seidel.
 Brian used his accounting abilities to help the
band along the way, serving several times as an officer
of the band, on the auditing committee, and behind the
scenes. He also served as secretary and treasurer during
his earlier Ringgold years. Brian worked professionally
as a bookkeeper and taught music lessons at Michael’s
music store for many years. Brian’s family includes his
wife Fianna, his son Christopher, and two grandsons.

When I visited him during the pandemic for a
few hours to discuss his career, he was working on a
complex mallet piece while he shared his rich history
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Rehearsing with Ringgold Band

Brian and Terry Heilman

Receiving the Lifetime Member Award



with me. His practice room is filled to the brim with music, recordings, photographs, and articles about band music,
percussion, and music theory. He was eager to share his
knowledge, and gave me a few recordings to listen to and
learn. His passion for music, meticulous attention to detail
in various performing styles, execution of percussive
technique is quite impressive and comes across with every
drum stroke, every bell passage, and every word spoken,
even at a level barely audible.

The Ringgold Band over the past 63 years has truly
been the beneficiary of such passion and knowledge and we
hope Brian continues to play, record, and perform with the
Ringgold Band for many more years to come. Until we can
perform again, Brian is always willing to discuss baseball
and his favorite topic-Music!

To learn more about Brian please visit this Youtube
link for the premiere of our newest video series Brian Holt:
Sustaining an American Tradition Reimagined.

Brian Holt: (con’d.)

Above: Brian with the Lancaster British Brass Band Tuba Section
Below: Dave and Brian with Keith Brion
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Brian and Dave Myers on tour
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Helping the Ringgold Band through the Internet!
Did you know you can help financially support the band just by changing your search engine? The Ringgold Band is proud to

announce we are listed on Goodsearch and IGIVE.
Goodsearch donates money to your favorite cause when you search the Internet, shop online or dine out at local restaurants!

Use Goodsearch to search the Internet and they donate a penny per search to the Ringgold Band. Register your credit cards on
Goodswipe, and the Ringgold band will receive up to 5% donation on purchases made at local stores and restaurants around
town. Use Goodshop or iGive when you shop online and they donate a percentage of every purchase and offer over 100,000 cou-
pons to help you save money too! Sign up for their Gooddining program and they'll donate a percentage of your restaurant bill
when you eat at any one of thousands of participating restaurants. It's really easy; it's free, and turns simple everyday actions into
a way to make the world a better place. Please go to www.goodsearch.com to get started and select the Ringgold Band as your
charity of choice! We have always enjoyed the strong support of our loyal followers, and ask you to consider helping us out in
this painless way at no cost to you!
Here’s how to help us on your mobile devices:

FOR ANDROID DEVICES
 1. Visit www.goodsearch.com on your mobile device & select the menu icon (3 horizontal dots)

 2. Bookmark the page by clicking the star & editing the details
 3. Go back to the menu icon & access saved bookmarks
 4. Select and hold Dailygood bookmark
 5. Select “Add to home screen”
 6. Select “Ringgold Band Inc” as your charity of choice.

For iPhone, iPads:
 1. Visit www.goodsearch.com on your mobile device and hit the share icon at the bottom

 2. Select “Add to Home Screen”
 3. When displayed the site name, click “Add”
 4. Easily search and earn donations by using the icon on your mobile home screen!
 5. Select “Ringgold Band Inc” as your charity of choice.

We thank you for your continued patronage and appreciate sharing our musical talents with you!

The Ringgold Band and Social Media: Keeping Up with Technology!

With the new advances in technology there are many new ways to stay connected to the Ringgold
Band! We are striving to keep in touch with our audience through many means including Facebook,
Twitter, You Tube and Instagram! Click the links below to connect with us!

Facebook YouTube Twitter Instagram

(Icons made by Freepik from www.flaticon.com)
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https://twitter.com/ringgoldbandinc
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https://twitter.com/ringgoldbandinc
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https://www.freepik.com/
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music.
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